
By Thomas Sherrill
tsherrill@nrcolumbus.com

Downtown Whiteville will be 
buzzing again Saturday, Sept.11, 
says A.C. Cutler, organizer of  
the N.C. Honey Festival. The 
theme for the fifth annual event 
is “Together.”

The day will begin at 10 a.m. 
in front of  the N.C. Museum of  
Natural Sciences at Whiteville 
with a ceremony to commemo-
rate the 20th anniversary of  the 
2001 terrorist attacks. 

“As we reflect on that day,” 
and the events that followed 
it, Cutler said, the message of  

Together We Stand “remains 
relevant in every aspect of  our 
lives — the crucial relationship 
between pollinators and all liv-
ing things, the political divide in 
our nation and the unfortunate 
tragedies that have touched Co-
lumbus County in recent days 
and weeks. When we are divided, 
we fall. 

“We are optimistic that this 
event will shed light on what is 
possible when we work together 
for the success and prosperity of  
us all,” Cutler said.

Pancakes
The festival’s kickoff  will 

again be a pancake supper ben-
efiting charity. 

This year’s supper will be 
a drive-through pick-up-only 
event on Tuesday, Sept. 7, from 
5–7:30 p.m. at Central Mission-
ary Baptist Church, 443 W. Virgil 
St. in Whiteville. 

In recognition of  World Sui-
cide Prevention Day, Sept 10, 
proceeds will go to the American 
Foundation of  Suicide Preven-
tion. Tickets are $5 each and can 
be purchased at Flavas Clothing 
Store, 1616 S. Madison St., Suite 
#F, or Families First, 121 W. 

DIDYOB
DID YOU OBSERVE?
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Corey Beam of South Columbus High School attending the SkillsUSA North Carolina officer training?...
Members of the Whiteville High School Class of 2022 gathering for a start of the school year kickoff party 
Sunday afternoon at Vineland Station?...Several dozen people came together outside Columbus Regional 
Healthcare System in Whiteville Sunday afternoon for a Healthcare Professionals Prayer Gathering?...

Winner
Woman wins Corvette, cash from 

lotto ticket bought in county
 SEE PAGE 6A
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Bond
Former Chadbourn police 

chief out of jail
 SEE PAGE 4A

Nursing homes
confront ‘deeply
concerning’ 
COVID-19 surge

By Ivey Schofield
iveyschofield@nrcolumbus.com

In the last two months, COVID-19 cases 
have been surging in Columbus County due 
to the more transmissible delta variant, 
and assisted living facilities have not been 

immune. 
“ We  m u s t  a l l 

recognize this new 
surge and be super 
vigilant to protect 
those that are most 
vulnerable,” said 
L a u r e n  Re av e s , 
president of  Ren-
C a r e  S o l u t i o n s , 
which manages Ta-
bor Commons. “We 
have definitely seen 

cases spiking.”
Tabor Commons is one of  three nursing 

homes in the county currently experienc-
ing outbreaks, with two staff  members test-
ing positive, according to the North Caro-
lina Department of  Health and Human Ser-
vices. The others include Shoreland, with 

Vaccination 
rate of 
assisted living 
residents, staff 
exceeds county 
average.

Honey Festival on Sept. 11 has ‘together’ theme

County to 
renew talk
of Old Lake
intersection

By Thomas Sherrill

By Diana Matthews

The Columbus County Commission-
ers are looking to potentially hold a 
special meeting with Lake Waccamaw 
officials regarding asking the N.C. De-
partment of  Transportation to add exits 
to the planned Old Lake Road and U.S. 
74-76 overpass. 

Commissioner Giles “Buddy” Byrd 
said during the commissioners’ Aug. 16 
meeting that Lake Waccamaw officials 
asked him to raise the issue. 

Lake Waccamaw Mayor Daniel Hil-
burn said the next day that he had spo-
ken the week prior with Byrd about the 
project because Byrd was at the DOT 
meetings and because of  the project’s 
impact to the commissioner’s district. 

Options
According to Byrd, a couple of  years 

Whiteville Primary School Principal Kimberly Ward points a student in the 
right direction at the drop-off area Monday morning. All students and staff 
are required to wear a face covering inside school buildings and vehicles.

Celebrating 125 years

By Diana Matthews
dianamatthews@nrcolumbus.com

Students who returned to Columbus 
County and Whiteville City schools yester-
day for the start of  a new academic year 
were required to wear face masks follow-
ing policy changes late last week by both 
school systems. 

Both boards voted in late July only to 
recommend face coverings. After delta 
variant coronavirus cases climbed during 
the following weeks, Gov. Roy Cooper sent 
a message to school boards not requiring 
masks and asked them to reconsider. 

Classical Charter Schools in Whiteville 
announced Wednesday, that students and 
staff  will also be required to wear masks 
when indoors as well as on buses. The year-
round school resumed classes in mid-July 
with masks optional for students and staff.

Whiteville City Schools Superintendent 
Marc Whichard announced Thursday, 
that city schools students and personnel 
will wear masks indoors and on school 
vehicles.

“This action is necessary due to the 
extreme level of  viral transmission in 
our community and in an effort to keep 
students and staff  members in school 
for in-person learning,” according to the 
Thursday evening statement. “While face 
coverings may not be 100% effective in 
preventing the spread of  the COVID-19 
virus, they do assist with contact tracing, 
which, in many cases, allows students and 
staff  to remain in school and our athletic 
programs to continue.”

In its Thursday statement, WCS said 
it would “continue to evaluate the rate of  
transmission in our community over the 
days and weeks ahead. As the case num-
bers improve, the requirement for face 
coverings will be revisited.”

In an 8 a.m. emergency meeting Friday, 
the Columbus County Board of  Education 
voted unanimously to follow the recom-
mendation by Superintendent Deanne 
Meadows. Students were already required 
by federal law to wear masks on buses. 
They may take masks off  when outside or 
when actively eating, and may sometimes 
receive teacher permission to remove them 
when working at least 6 feet apart from 
others indoors.

‘No joke’
Meadows gave the board a chart show-

ing 83 positive tests for COVID-19 and 127 
quarantines within the school system dur-
ing August. She said high school students 
had lost over 12,000 hours of  instruction 
during the two-week “jump start” session 
meant to prepare them for fall classes.

Board Chair Worley T. Edwards said 
that all 14 principals supported the man-
date. 

“The safety of  our kids is our first pri-

County, city schools issue 
last-minute mask mandates

W

Carl Cutler and A.C. Cutler
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Corrections
The News Reporter is committed to accurate reporting. 

Send corrections to Editor Justin Smith at justinsmith@
nrcolumbus.com or call 910-642-4104, ext. 228. Verified 
corrections will run in this space.

MANDATES
Continued from 1A

Staff photo by Justin Smith

Staff photos by Diana Matthews

Health board to provide 
COVID-19 update 

The Columbus County Board of  Health is expected to 
discuss the COVID-19 surge due to the delta variant during 
its regularly scheduled meeting Wednesday. 

On Thursday, a health department spokesperson told 
The News Reporter that the county had around 570 more 
cases and seven more deaths than the cases and deaths 
reported on the North Carolina Department of  Health 
and Human Services website. 

The state usually has a lag in reporting cases and 
deaths of  at least 72 hours, according to its website.

During the meeting, the health department is expected 
to provide updated numbers of  cases, deaths, quarantines, 
isolations and outbreaks. 

In addition, the board will vote on almost $2,500 of  
“debt set-off ” and writing off  $1,800 of  “bad debt.” 

In other news from the meeting, the board will undergo 
training, receive updates on environmental health, review 
the annual child fatality report and discuss changes to 
the dental clinic. 

The meeting at 6 p.m. will be held in person and will 
be broadcast on Facebook. Look for coverage in Friday’s 
edition of  The News Reporter. — Ivey Schofield

By Thomas Sherrill
tsherrill@nrcolumbus.com

As several people no-
ticed Friday morning, the 
marker memorializing 
Whiteville’s namesake is 
no longer in its normal 
spot.

The James B. White 
stone marker, located on 
the south side of  the His-
toric Courthouse, is now in 
storage, but it’s only a tem-
porary situation, according 

to Columbus County Clerk 
of  Superior Court Jess Hill.

“The James B. White 
memorial was moved at 
this time by the county 
and put in storage so it 
will be protected during 
[the] courthouse renova-
tion process,” Hill said via 
text on Friday.

The Historic Courthouse 
renovation process is start-
ing with asbestos removal, 
then will continue with 
interior demolition and 

eventually is planned to 
finish in February/March 
2022 with interior renova-
tions.

The Clerk of  Superior 
Court will be moving into 
the first floor of  the His-
toric Courthouse, and “at 
least one” superior court-
room will occupy the sec-
ond floor, county manager 
Eddie Madden previously 
said.

The marker memorial-
izes James B. White, who 

gave the site for the coun-
ty’s first courthouse and 
jail and helped establish 
Columbus County in 1808 
and Whiteville in 1810. 
White served as the coun-
ty’s first state senator in 
1809, the monument states. 
The Major General Rob-
ert Howe Chapter of  the 
Daughters of  the Ameri-
can Revolution originally 
placed the marker in the 
1930s.

The plaque on the James B. White marker.

James B. White marker in storage during 
Historic Courthouse renovations

Whiteville council considers 
tighter stormwater measures

Whiteville City Council will hold a public hearing 
Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. on proposed stricter stormwater 
regulations for commercial properties.

The city currently requires new non-residential 
development and residential development to obtain a 
stormwater permit if  it will result in disturbance of  one 
acre or more of  land. 

The proposed change would require new non-residen-
tial development disturbing “any amount of  acreage” to 
obtain a stormwater permit, according to the meeting 
agenda.

The planning board recommended approval of  the text 
amendment in May after its own public hearing. 

“It is the staff ’s opinion that the text amendment will 
assist developers and create clearer rules and regulations 
regarding stormwater ordinances,” the agenda states. 

To participate in the public hearing, email bwilliams@
ci.whiteville.nc.us 24 hours prior to the meeting, comment 
virtually at whitevillenc.gov or attend in person at the 
council chambers. — Ivey Schofield 

ority,” Edwards said. He commented 
that children are now dying from the 
delta variant of  the coronavirus, and, 
“This is no joke. This is life.” As chair 
of  the five-person board, Edwards did 
not vote.

Vice-chair Ronnie Strickland made 
the motion to require masks, which 
he said felt like “a drastic measure,” 
but necessary. “If  you don’t believe 
COVID[-19] is real, he said, “go to the 
hospital.” Columbus County has the 
third-highest hospitalization rate per 
population of  North 
Carolina counties, he 
said. 

Board member Ran-
dy Coleman seconded 
the motion, saying, “It’s 
very important to be 
flexible” when the well-
being and education of  
students are at stake.

Board member Steve 
Long commented that, although safety 
is the board’s first priority, keeping 
face-to-face education viable is second. 
“If  we go virtual, we’ll lose another 
year,” he said. Long said he would be 
willing to move back to a mask-optional 
policy “when warranted.” For now, 
however, he called masks “the only 
way in the world to keep kids in school 
and safe.”

Monte Herring took part in the 

meeting remotely but was not heard 
making any comment nor voting. The 
chair and attorney Bill Phipps did not 
roll-call Herring separately for his vote. 

Meadows said later that Herring 
believed there might have been a 
technical issue, but he wanted people 
to know he was in favor of  the recom-
mendation.  

Pleas to the public
Meadows said the schools have not 

seen a cluster of  cases spread by in-
school transmission. Rather, she said 
that, “We believe and are supported 
by the health department that the level 
of  transmission in the community is 

causing the positive 
cases in our schools.”

Strickland begged 
the public to follow 
health officials’ recom-
mendations. 

“We tried to allow 
choice,” Strickland 
said, but he has repeat-
edly seen people violat-
ing isolation or quaran-

tine orders. 
He said he’d seen two people in the 

stands at a football game after they had 
been exposed and told to quarantine. 
Another person, who’d recently tested 
positive, was in the grocery store. None 
were wearing masks.

“On the East End we’ve lost several 
people in the last 18 days,” Coleman 
said. “If  you’re not going to do it for 
yourself, do it for your neighbor.” 

During a public comment period 
early in the meeting, Adriane Mosley 
asked the board to consider the risk 
that COVID-19 would pose to her 7-year-
old daughter and other students. Mos-
ley warned that the schools could have 
to deal with widespread grief  and with 
wrongful death lawsuits if  children 
died under a mask-optional protocol.

Retired school counselor Rev. Timo-
thy A. Lance advocated in favor of  
mandatory masks on behalf  of  nine 
churches in the New Era association. 
Lance pointed out that Columbus 
County has a low COVID-19 vaccina-
tion rate and sports teams have had to 
cancel games due to illness and expo-
sure. No speakers opposed requiring 
masks.

After the meeting, Lance said he 
was grateful for the board’s decision. 
Masks are uncomfortable but neces-
sary, “with the county being in the state 
it is,” Lance said. 

Closed session
The notice for Friday’s emergency 

meeting said that the board would car-
ry out no other business but COVID-19 
protocols. The board went into closed 
session for about 15 minutes after 
its vote, and Phipps, the attorney, ex-
plained afterward that it had discussed 
“special instances” of  parents with 
health problems requesting virtual 
instruction for their children. 

The next county school board meet-
ing is Sept. 13 at East Columbus Jr.-Sr. 
High School. 

Columbus County Board of Education Chair Wor-
ley T. Edwards, center, reads COVID-19 mitigation 
recommendations from Superintendent Deanne 
Meadows. The board voted unanimously to require 
face masks for PreK–12th grade students and staff 
starting yesterday. 

Retired school counselor Rev. Timothy A. Lance 
asked the board of education Friday morning to 
require face masks in the schools because of the 
county’s low COVID-19 vaccination rate.

“If we go virtual, we’ll 
lose another year.”

Columbus County 
Board of Education 

member Steve Long

35 in hospital with 
COVID-19

Columbus Regional Healthcare System reported hav-
ing 35 COVID-19 patients in the hospital Monday morn-
ing, which is six more than Friday morning, according 
to spokesperson Stephanie Miller. The hospital has not 
expanded into its surge capacity on the fourth floor, but 
“It’s ready when needed,” she said.

The Columbus County Health Department reported  
Thursday that the county had seen a total of  8,288 CO-
VID-19 cases since the beginning of  the pandemic.

State numbers lag
The North Carolina Department of  Health and Hu-

man Services has now recorded several COVID-19-related 
deaths in Columbus County that previously had not made 
it to the state’s records. The Columbus County Health 
Department had already counted the deaths but did not 
specify the dates they occurred. 

According to NCDHHS, seven county residents died 
within three days: there were three deaths on Aug. 15, 
two on Aug. 16 and two on Aug. 17. 

There have been only three other instances when 
Columbus County saw three COVID-19 deaths in a single 
day. The highest single-day death count is four on Jan. 
10 and Feb. 4. 

NCDHHS counts a total of  169 deaths in the county, 
while the Columbus County Health Department on Thurs-
day reported 179.

NCDHHS also states that the county has seen a total 
of  7,971 COVID-19 cases, with 78 on Aug. 12, 39 on Aug. 13, 
15 on Aug. 14, 23 on Aug. 15, 90 on Aug. 16, 67 on Aug. 17 
and 18 on Aug. 18. 

NCDHHS’ website states that its numbers are subject 
to change.

In addition, there is no updated information on the 
four outbreaks in assisted living facilities in the county. 
NCDHHS updates its list every Tuesday afternoon, which 
is after presstime.

The North Carolina Department of  Public Safety re-
ported three active cases and 136 recoveries at Columbus 
Correctional Institution, along with three active cases and 
427 recoveries at Tabor Correctional Institution. 

NCDHHS reported that 21,098 Columbus Countians — 
or 38% — have received at least one dose of  a COVID-19 
vaccine.
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SEE PRIEST 6A

‘MADD DAWGS’

Staff photo by Justin Smith

Fire & Water
Restoration
Commercial 

& Residential
Give Kenny Nance a call at:

910-625-5377 or 910-640-2607

“Quality Care from Our Family to Yours.”

liberty-ms.com
800-297-7567

Visit our 
website for a 

10%  
Printable 
Coupon

Serving the Carolinas for over 25 years! 

 

Improve quality of life for someone you know  
living with a serious or life-limiting illness.  

 

Call us today 910.796.7937 

or visit LifeCare.org

FRIENDS.
FAMILY.
NEIGHBORS. 
Anyone Can Make a Referral.

Specialist Ricardo Abel Rodriguez of the U.S. Army National Guard Bravo Company 1-120th Infantry 
“Madd Dawgs” runs down Madison Street in Whiteville Saturday morning as part of a memorial run. Fol-
lowing a formation downtown, the guardsmen ran to the historic courthouse and back. 

County board of 
adjustment OKs  
truck stop

By Thomas Sherrill
tsherrill@nrcolumbus.com

The Columbus County 
Board of  Adjustment last 
week approved issuing a 
special-use permit to the 
owners of  a proposed Sun-
Do truck stop off  the Union 
Valley Road U.S. 74-76 exit.

County planning direc-
tor Samantha Alsup said 
the special-use permit was 
required due to the station’s 
bulk hydrocarbon storage.

The Aug. 17 meeting was 
a quasi-judicial process dur-
ing which witnesses had to 
be sworn in and decisions 
were based on whether or 
nor the proposal met criteria 
laid out in the county’s zon-
ing ordinances.

“The site [is] proposed 
to consist of  a 6,000-square-
foot convenient store with 
restaurant, rest area and 
four shower facilities for 
truckers,” the application 
submitted to the planning of-
fice states. “The site will have 
10 gasoline pumps (20 hoses) 
for cars, six diesel fueling 

stations for tractor-trailers 
and eight charging stations 
for electric vehicles.”

Property owner Chris Oli-
ver, who owns Sonny Oliver 
Realty out of  Lumberton, 
filed the special-use permit 
for the proposed gas station 
July 23. The company is ap-
plying as Sun-Do Whiteville.

Alsup said the applicant 
now has to obtain certain 
permissions before building, 
including submitting a soil 
and erosion plan, obtaining 
an underground storage 
tank permit and then get-
ting a building permit to put 
shovels in the ground.

Currently, there are Sun-
Do Kwik Shop locations 
in Boardman and south of  
Hallsboro, plus a dozen more 
in Robeson County. Alsup 
said this station will re-
semble ones in Boardman 
and Maxton.

As far as actual construc-
tion, Alsup estimates that it 
shouldn’t be too long before 
work starts as long as the 
permits are received.

Southeastern Commu-
nity College announced 
Monday that it has named 
Terrie Priest as the new 
director of  the SCC Foun-
dation. The foundation 
raises and manages funds 
that support the commu-
nity college’s mission. 

“We are excited about 
the future,” said Joe 
Hooks, foundation presi-
dent. “Terrie brings great 
leadership to the founda-
tion board, and I know she 
will continue that great 
work that had been laid by 
past foundation members 
and board directors.” 

Priest, who will assume 
the role Oct. 1, will be re-
sponsible for managing 
fundraising and financial 
operations for the founda-
tion, including coordinat-
ing fundraising events 
and working with indi-
viduals, grantors, orga-
nizations and businesses 
supporting the college. 

“As a development pro-
fessional, I have always 
looked up to the SCC 
Foundation,” Priest said. 
“It is a shining example of  
a well-managed develop-
ment organization, and 
I  am thrilled to serve as 
the new director. I look 
forward to honoring the 

past success of  the foun-
dation while building on 
the excitement that is 

brewing at SCC.” 

Priest is new SCC 
Foundation director 

Terrie Priest

Health department 
giving booster shots

The Columbus County Health Department on Friday 
started giving third doses of  the Moderna vaccine to im-
munocompromised individuals. 

These individuals include active cancer treatment pa-
tients, organ transplant patients, patients who received a 
stem cell transplant within the last two years, patients who 
taking medicine that suppresses the immune system, people 
with moderate to severe immunodeficiency like DiGeorge 
and Wiskott-Aldrich syndromes, people with advanced or 
untreated HIV infection and people who are on active treat-
ment with high-dose corticosteroids. 

All individuals must have had their second shot at least 
28 days prior.

“You should talk to your healthcare provider about your 
medical conditions and [about] whether getting an additional 
dose is appropriate for you,” a press release stated. 

Call 910-640-6615 to make an appointment. 
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PUBLIC SAFETY

SEE ARREST 5A

Staff photo by Justin Smith

A correctional officer 
was injured in an assault 
Friday morning at Colum-
bus Correctional Institu-
tion, the state prison in 
Brunswick.

Brad Deen, a spokes-
person for the N.C. De-
partment of  Public Safety, 
said an offender struck 
the  officer, later identified 

as Jacky Ray Deaver, 53,  
causing him to fall and cut 
his head around 10:45 a.m. 

Whiteville Police Chief  
Doug Ipock, who was 
on the scene, said that 
Deaver was cut near his 
eye. Whiteville Rescue, 
escorted by numerous Co-
lumbus County sheriff ’s 
deputies, took the officer 

to Columbus Regional 
Healthcare System for 
treatment. Deaver, a 17-
year veteran, was con-
scious when loaded onto 
the ambulance, according 
to Deen. 

Ipock said correctional 
officers immediately took 
the offender into custody 
following the assault. The 

identity of  the offender 
was not available by press-
time. 

Ipock said the offender 
would be charged with 
assault and potentially 
additional charges. 

— Reporting by Justin 
Smith and Thomas Sherrill

Whiteville police and Columbus County sheriff’s deputies responded to the assault at Columbus Correc-
tional Institution Friday morning.

Correctional officer assaulted 
at Columbus prison Friday

Spivey posts 
$500K bond in 
Bladen County

For mer Chad-
bourn Police Chief  
William Anthony 
Spivey, who is facing 
100 felony and mis-
demeanor charges, 
is out on a half-
million-dollar bond 
after nearly four 
months in jail.

According to As-
sistant District At-
torney Jacob Ward, 
Spivey used a bail 
bondsman to post 
the bond on Monday, 
Aug. 16, in Bladen 
County.

Spivey got out af-
ter a “Nebbia hear-
ing” with Judge Greg Bell in Bladen County, Ward said. 
A “Nebbia hearing” is when a detainee must prove that 
the money used for that bond isn’t any of  the funds they 
are charged with stealing. 

Spivey’s $500,000 bond comes with the condition of  
wearing a GPS monitor before trial, as previously set by 
Senior Resident Superior Court Judge Douglas Sasser.

Spivey’s charges stem from his time as Chadbourn 
police chief  from August 2018 through February 2020. The 
alleged crimes include stealing guns, money and drugs 
from his own evidence locker, forging prescriptions for 
opioids and embezzling money meant for charity.

Arrest 
reports

Arrest reports from the 
Columbus County Sheriff’s 
Office are public record after 
an individual is booked in 
the Columbus County Deten-
tion Center. All suspects are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of  
law. If  you have a question 
about these reports, you may 
call The News Reporter and 
speak to Thomas Sherrill at 
910-642-4104, ext. 227.

August 10
Emily Baldwin,  40 , 

Whitehall Road, Whiteville, 
arrested by CCSO on two 
counts of  failure to appear 
on misdemeanor.

Vernon Frank Bellamy, 
60, Ridgeland Acres Drive, 
Tabor City, arrested by 
CCSO on one felony count 
of  deliver cocaine.

Brittany Kaye Clewis, 
32, Sikes Road, Whiteville, 
arrested by CCSO on one 
misdemeanor count of  sec-
ond degree trespass.

Marquise McDowell, 31, 
Southwood Drive, Fayette-
ville, arrested by CCSO on 
one count of  writ.

Raymond McGriff  Jr., 
33, Maco Road, Leland, 
arrested by CCSO on five 
counts of  failure to appear 
on misdemeanor.

Sheldon Glen Patrick, 

54, Jacobs Lane, Bolton, 
arrested by CCSO on one 
felony count of  break or 
enter a motor vehicle and 
one count of  misdemeanor 
larceny.

Joshua Mark Walden, 33, 
East Goodman Street, Fair 
Bluff, arrested by CCSO 
on misdemeanor count of  
probation violation, one 
felony count of  possession 
of  firearm by felon and one 
count of  felony probation 
violation. 

James Roger Wilkins, 
39, Stokes Road, Greenville, 
arrested by CCSO on five 
counts of  failure to appear 
on misdemeanor.

August 11
Kelvin Michael Babson, 

28, Whiteville Road NW, 
Ash, arrested by CCSO on 
one count of  felony larceny.

Michelle Davis Car-
trette, 45, Miller Road, Ta-
bor City, arrested by CCSO 
on one misdemeanor count 
of  possess drug parapher-
nalia and one misdemean-
or count of  simple posses-
sion schedule IV controlled 
substance.

John Angelo Dodato, 35, 
Forest Creek Road, Sunset 
Beach, arrested by CCSO 
on one misdemeanor count 
of  driving while impaired.

Candy Herr Lee, 43, 
Beacon Lane, Chadbourn, 
arrested by CCSO on one 
misdemeanor count of  pos-
sess drug paraphernalia.

Julian C. Lee, 40, Seven 
Creeks Hwy., Tabor City, 
arrested by CCSO on one 

misdemeanor count of  
driving while impaired.

Travis Lee Lloyd, 35, 
Slippery Log Road, White-
ville, arrested by CCSO on 
one misdemeanor count of  
IV-D non-support child.

Justin Lee Nagypaul, 26, 
Springview Trail, Garner, 
arrested by CCSO, on one 
count of  failure to appear 
on misdemeanor. 

Arkeem Ward, 25, of  
Smithfield, arrested by 
CCSO on one misdemeanor 
count of  malicious conduct 
by prisoner, two felony 
counts of  malicious con-
duct by prisoner, one felony 
count of  damaging comput-
ers and one count of  crimi-
nal contempt.

August 12
Robert Jamar Avant, 30, 

Mill Street, Bladenboro, 
arrested by CCSO on one 
count of  failure to appear 
on misdemeanor, one felo-
ny count of  possession of  
cocaine, one felony count 
of  assault with deadly 
weapon serious injury, one 
felony count of  discharge 
weapon occupied property 
serious bodily injury and 
two felony count of  pos-
session of  firearm by felon.

Tyquise T. Baker, 22, 
Baldwin Street,  Chad-
bourn, arrested by CCSO 

on one felony count of  pos-
sess methamphetamine, 
one felony count of  possess 
marijuana greater than ½ 
oz to 1 ½ oz., one misde-
meanor count of  simple 
possession schedule IV 
controlled substance, one 
felony count of  possess 
schedule II controlled sub-
stance, one felony count of  
robbery with dangerous 
weapon and one felony 
count of  assault with dead-
ly weapon intent to kill 
inflict serious injury.

Latasha Toni Bustaman-
ta, 30, South Robeson Road, 
Rowland, arrested by CCSO 
on one count of  failure to 
appear on felony and one 
count of  failure to appear 
on misdemeanor.

David Mark Fields, 52, 
Dylan Drive, Matthews, 
arrested by CCSO on one 
count of  writ.

Nina R. Huggins, 49, 
Green Sea Road, Loris, 
S.C., arrested by CCSO on 
one felony count of  obtain 
property by false pretense, 
one felony count of  ex-
ploit disable/elder and one 
felony count of  financial 
card theft.

Thurman Devon Jones, 
27, Pinewood Drive, White-
ville, arrested by CCSO on 
one felony count of  posses-
sion of  stolen goods.

Bobby Daniel Lee, 29, 
Mill Pond Road, Whiteville, 
arrested by CCSO on one 
count of  failure to appear 
on misdemeanor.

Mason Troy Nickel-
son, 32, S. Williams Street, 
Chadbourn, arrested by 
CCSO on one felony count 
of  habitual felon.

Mason Troy Nickelson, 
32, Benjamin Drive, Chad-
bourn, arrested by CCSO 
on one felony count of  
habitual felon.

William Earl Rivenbark, 
41, of  Wilmington, arrested 
by CCSO on one misde-
meanor count of  writ.

Edward Earl Shipman, 
27, Bill Hooks Road, White-
ville, arrested by CCSO on 
one felony count of  lar-
ceny of  motor vehicle, one 
felony count of  larceny-
free text and one count of  
misdemeanor IV-D non-
support child.

William Farlie Sim-
mons, 40, Wright Road, Ta-
bor City, arrested by CCSO 
on one count of  failure to 
appear on felony.

Equan Maleek Under-
wood, 27, Baldwin Street, 
Chadbourn, arrested by 
CCSO on one misdemean-
or count of  carrying con-
cealed gun.

Cheron Dewayne White 
Jr., 28, Bart Road, Loris, 

S.C., arrested by CCSO on 
one misdemeanor count 
of  carrying concealed gun 
and one misdemeanor 
count of  possess schedule 
VI controlled substance.

Anthony Spivey

Ray’s
PRODUCE
& SEAFOOD

Medium - Large (36-40 ct.)
Shrimp $7.99 Lb. or 5 Lb. $35

Jumbo (21-25 ct.)

Shrimp $8.99 Lb. or 5 Lb. $40

Alaskan Snow Crab Legs 

Old Timey  Corn Meal 5 Lb. Bag $5

Whiting Filets 
$4.49 Lb. or 10 Lb. Slab $31

Flounder Filets
10 Lb. Box $49

Ziploc Freezer Bags

Cooked, Whole
 Crawfish 

5 Lb. Bag $36

WE ACCEPT 
USDA FOOD STAMPS

WE ACCEPT 
MASTERCARD & VISA

DOG KENNELS
Pinestraw $4.50 Bale + Tax

Tilapia Filets
$4.79 Lb. or 10 Lb. Box $39

Local Honey

Frog Legs
$8.99 lb. or 5 lb. box $36

Crab Pie
Just heat and eat

Fresh 
Catfish, Mullets, 

Spots

Crawfish Sausage,
Shrimp Sausage & 
Alligator Sausage

Fresh Local
Boiled Peanuts

Crawfish Pie
Just heat and eat

10x10x6

Mon-Sat 8am-6pm
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PUBLIC SAFETY

ARREST
Continued from 4A

Staff photo by Thomas Sherrill

Exciting Career Opportunity
Are you interested in becoming part of 

the team at one of the fastest-growing 

medical practices in Columbus County?

Whiteville Eye Associates is currently 

looking to hire an additional full-time

Medical Assistant
Prior experience is preferred, 

but not required.

Pay around $35,000 per year, 

full health benefits, and 

excellent 401K plan with fantastic 

profit sharing bonus.

To apply, email your resume to 

whitevilleeye@gmail.com

For additional information contact 

Kaitlyn Ward at (910) 642-9850

By Thomas Sherrill
tsherrill@nrcolumbus.com

Mobile and WiFi networks were 
offline in Whiteville and central Co-
lumbus County much of  Thursday 
after two fiber optic lines were cut.

According to Whiteville Emer-
gency Services Director Hal Lowder, 
a contractor accidentally cut the lines 
between Whiteville and Lake Wacca-
maw around 8:43 a.m. Thursday.

“Something like eight or nine tow-
ers were affected,” Lowder said.

The outage affected municipal 
and county emergency lines. County 
Emergency Services Director Kay 
Stephens said that while she doesn’t 

know how large an area was af-
fected, it did cause problems for the 
county’s 911 service, Columbus Re-
gional Healthcare System and several 
county offices.

Stephens said 911 calls had to be 
routed to Bladen County, which then 
radioed over the calls.

Stephens said that she contacted 
the state’s emergency management 
department, but due to the flooding in 
the western part of  the state, much of  
its equipment was already deployed.

Soon after the outage started, 
Lowder said he called FirstNet, a 
federal government wireless contrac-
tor, to bring in temporary mobile cell 
towers for the city’s emergency com-

munications.
Lowder explained FirstNet is con-

tracted to respond within 48 hours. 
FirstNet set up a mobile tower in the 
former South Madison Street BB&T 
parking lot Thursday afternoon.

Then networks were partially on-
line around 9 p.m. and fully restored 
overnight. Worley said that one of  
the two cut lines was completely de-
tached, so it took longer to fix.

Lowder said that, when contrac-
tors dig, they have to call 811 to de-
termine where to avoid fiber, water, 
power and sewer lines. Lowder wasn’t 
sure whether this contractor called 
811 or not before digging.

Madison and West Columbus intersection Thursday. The tower helped the city of Whiteville maintain its 
emergency communications during the outage.

Cut fiber optic lines disrupt 
cell, WiFi services in Whiteville

August 13
James Raymore Brady, 

44, Watering Street, Tabor 
City, arrested by CCSO on 
one misdemeanor count of  
assault on a female.

Evin Sean Brown 32, S. 
Brown Street, Whiteville, 
arrested by CCSO on one 
misdemeanor count of  IV-D 
non-support child.

Johnny Houston Dyson, 
36, Blackwell Road, Chad-
bourn, arrested by CCSO 
on one count of  probation 
violation.

Clark Eliot Green, 59, 
Mt. Moriah Church Road, 
Whiteville, arrested by 
CCSO on one misdemeanor 
count of  domestic criminal 
trespass and one misde-
meanor count of  commu-
nicating threats.

Chase Allen Johnson, 
23, Ashland Drive, Leland, 
arrested by NC Highway 
Patrol on one misdemeanor 
count of  driving while 
impaired.

Elizabeth Johnson, 36, 
Gapway Road, Fair Bluff, 
arrested by Fair Bluff  Po-
lice Department on one 
misdemeanor count of  
driving while impaired 
and driving while license 
revoked no impaired revo-
cation.

August 14
Ray Charles Bullock, 60, 

Center Street, Fair Bluff, 
arrested by CCSO on one 
count of  failure to appear 
on misdemeanor.

Colton Phillip Fowler 
Jr., 23, Red Hill Road, White-
ville, arrested by CCSO on 
one misdemeanor count 
of  driving while license 
revoked not impaired re-
vocation, one misdemeanor 
count of  fictitious/altered/
title registration card/tag, 
one misdemeanor count 
of  possess drug parapher-
nalia, one felony count 
of  possess with intent to 
manufacture/sell/deliver 
schedule II controlled sub-
stance and one felony count 
of  maintain place for con-
trolled substance.

Thomas Anthony Jack-
son, 36, Red Store Road, 
Whiteville, arrested by 
CCSO on one count of  fail-
ure to appear on misde-
meanor and four misde-
meanor counts of  attempt 
break/enter motor vehicle.

Colvin William Joseph, 
40, Minos Meares Road, Ta-
bor City, arrested by CCSO 
on one misdemeanor count 
of  assault on a female.

August 15
Brandie Cynee Bell, 34, 

W. 6th Ave., Chadbourn, 
arrested by CCSO on one 
count of  failure to appear 
on misdemeanor.

Ashlyn Grace Dial, 22, 
Azalea Drive, Laurinburg, 
arrested by CCSO on one 
misdemeanor count of  
driving while impaired.

Jeffery Dale Fowler, 50, 
Wagonwheel Drive, Chad-
bourn, arrested by CCSO 
on one misdemeanor count 
of  assault on a female.

Akeyra Kornegay, 19, 
Washington Street, White-
ville, arrested by CCSO on 
one misdemeanor count 
of  false imprisonment and 
one misdemeanor count 
of  assault with a deadly 
weapon.

Marshall Lunsford, 53, 
Palmer Green Apts, Ra-
eford, arrested by CCSO on 

one misdemeanor count of  
assault on a female.

Shamar Melvin, 23, Shi-
loh Drive, Fayetteville, ar-
rested by CCSO on one 
count of  failure to appear 
on misdemeanor.

Carol Ann Rogers, 46, 
Minos Meares Road, Tabor 
City, arrested by CCSO on 
one misdemeanor count 
of  simple assault and one 
count of  failure to appear 
on misdemeanor.

Samantha Brylese Stan-
ley, 24, Sherbrooke Circle, 
Laurinburg, arrested by 
NC Highway Patrol on one 
misdemeanor count of  
driving while impaired.

D a n y e l l  C o u r t n e y 

Young-Garnett, 28, Panda 
Street, Hope Mills, arrested 
by Cumberland County 
Sheriff ’s Office on one 
misdemeanor count of  
maintain vehicle/dwell-
ing/place for CS.

August 16
Randy O’Bryan Bellamy, 

33, Scott Circle, Fair Bluff, 
arrested by CCSO on one 
count of  failure to appear 
on misdemeanor.

Angelo Ramir Bobbitt, 
28, Swamp Fox Hwy. West, 
Tabor City, arrested by 
CCSO on one count of  ex-
tradition/fugitive other 
state.

The following incidents were reported to the Columbus 
County Sheriff’s Office. 

August 10
Breaking and entering and larceny, 10:34 a.m., sub 100 

block of  Crabtree Lane, Hallsboro.
Larceny-shoplifting, 2:32 p.m., Dollar General Store 

#18773, 65 Mollie Rd., Williams Township.
Damage to property, 6:06 p.m., 3900 block of  Old North-

east Road, Lake Waccamaw.
Larceny from a motor vehicle, 11 p.m., sub 100 block 

of  Gator Lane, Lake Waccamaw.

August 11
Possession of  schedule IV CS and possession of  drug 

paraphernalia, 12:02 a.m., Peacock Road and Will Inman 
Road, Tabor City.

DWI-alcohol and/or drugs, 1:21 p.m., intersection 
Swamp Fox Hwy. East and Sandy Plains Church Road, 
Tabor City.

Assault on a female, 4:49 p.m., 1400 block of  Carl Ste-
phens Road, Clarendon.

Littering, 11 p.m., 4000 block of  Walter Todd Road, 
Clarendon.

Incident reports

The following incidents 
were reported to the Tabor 
City Police Department. 

August 4
False pretense/swin-

dle/confidence game, 10:53 
a.m., Pawn South, 802 E. 
Fifth St., Tabor City.

August 6
Shoplifting, 3:07 p.m., 

Food Lion, 108 Tabor 
Crossing Shopping Center, 
Tabor City.

Call for service - care-
less and reckless, 8:24 p.m. 
James B. White Hwy. S, Ta-
bor City.

August 7
Call for service-distur-

bance and animal com-

plaint, 6 p.m., N. Lewis St., 
Tabor City.

August 8
Call for service-assault 

on a female, injury to 
personal property and in-
terfere with emergency 
communication, 3:46 p.m., 
Todd House Restaurant, 
102 Live Oak St., Tabor 
City.

Concealment of  goods, 
possession of  heroin and 
possession of  parapher-
nalia, 8:12 p.m., Food Lion, 
108 Tabor Crossing Shop-
ping Center, Tabor City.

August 16
Call for service-domes-

tic, 8:29 p.m., Seals Street, 
Tabor City.

Tabor City 
police reports

The following incidents were reported to the Whiteville 
Police Department. 

August 9
Larceny and injury to personal property, 10:39 a.m., 

San Jose Mexican Restaurant, 1616 S. Madison St., 
Whiteville.

Theft from motor vehicle, 1 a.m., Cox Warehouse Dis-
count Furniture, 1423 James B. White Hwy. N., White-
ville.

Breaking and entering and larceny, 12:44 a.m., First 
Citizens Bank ATM, 422 S. Madison St., Whiteville.

Order for arrest, 2:14 p.m., Adult Probation and Pa-
role, 805 N. Franklin St., Whiteville.

August 10
Drug/narcotic violations, 1:31 a.m., 1255 Prison Camp 

Rd., Whiteville.
Breaking and entering and larceny, 1:58 p.m., at Low-

es, 100 Green Hill Dr., Whiteville.
Theft from building, 3:07 p.m., Murphy USA, 102 Co-

lumbus Corners, Whiteville.
Breaking and entering and larceny, 7:01 p.m., 200 block 

of  W. Lewis St., Whiteville.

August 12
Shoplifting, 12:21 a.m., Minuteman #20, 1105 N. J.K. 

Powell Blvd, Whiteville.
Motor vehicle theft, 6:37 a.m., Volt Power LLC, 1454 

Vinson Blvd, Brunswick.

August 16
Theft from motor vehicle, 7:19 a.m., at DaVita Dialysis 

Center, 608 Pecan Lane, Whiteville.
Assault on a female and destruction/damage/vandal-

ism of  property, 7:19 p.m., Minuteman, 5010 James B. 
White Hwy. S., Whiteville.

Shoplifting, 11 p.m., Minuteman #20, 1105 N. J.K. Pow-
ell Blvd., Whiteville.

August 17
Contraband inside prison facility, 12:37 a.m., 1255 

Prison Camp Rd., Whiteville.
Counterfeit/forgery, 1:41 p.m., Zack’s Discount Tobac-

co, 14 Whiteville Plaza, Whiteville.
Larceny, 2:01 p.m., at Sophie’s Café Bistro, Whiteville.

August 18
Motor vehicle theft, 8:12 a.m., at Whiteville Mini Mall, 

Whiteville.
Larceny from coin-operated machine, 8:52 a.m., Tay-

lor Manufacturing INC, 1228 S. J.K. Powell Blvd., White-
ville.

Obtain property by false pretense, 11:22 p.m., Minute-
man #46, 2001 S. Madison St., Whiteville.

Obtain property by false pretense and counterfeiting/
forgery, 11:22 p.m., Minuteman #46, 2001 S. Madison St., 
Whiteville.

Whiteville 
police reports
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Opinion content

Staff photo by Justin Smith

EMPTY SHIRT

By Bill Thompson
Special to The News Reporter

As I have now reached that age that 
some refer to as “elderly,” I look back on 
what I learned from my elders: my parents, 
grandparents and some of  my uncles and 
aunts. (At the time, some of  my uncles and 
aunts were the age I am now.)

In retrospect, I have found that most of  
the verities of  life that I learned came from 
their instruction or example. I realized 
recently that almost all of  those people 
have passed on and I felt like 
I should write down some of  
these truths so that those 
who follow me can benefit 
from them. After all, a veri-
ty is a never-changing truth 
that applies for all time.

I guess the first thing I 
should mention is that we 
should have respect for our 
elders. I know that some-
times young folks think old 
people are out of  touch with 
modern culture. In some 
cases that may be true but it 
doesn’t mean that what they 
tell us is not still applicable 
in this changing world. 

Take manners, for in-
stance. I have written many times about 
the lack of  civility in today’s world, how 
people consider, or don’t consider, the 
feelings of  the people with whom they 
interact. Manners are just one element 
of  civility. A man should stand up when a 
lady enters the room. (I don’t want to hear 
a lot of  discussion on what constitutes a 
lady. A woman is a lady until she proves 

differently.) We should open doors for the 
people behind us when entering a building. 
We should say “Yes, Ma’am” and “Yes, Sir,” 
“No, Ma’am” and “No, Sir.” I know of  some 
younger ladies who consider “Ma’am” an 
insult; it’s not. It is a sign of  respect. There 
are a lot of  other acts of  respect, manners, 
but that’s a good start.

When you are driving down the road 
and meet a funeral procession, pull over. 
It’s a sign of  respect not only for the 
deceased but a way to let the family and 
friends know that we share in the sadness 

of  the passing of  another 
human being.

Write “thank you” notes 
for any gift, even Christmas 
presents. If  somebody does 
something nice for you, let 
them know with a personal, 
handwritten note acknowl-
edging their act. Remember, 
if  you are writing to a young 
person, they may not be able 
to read the note if  it is writ-
ten in cursive.

In regard to note-writ-
ing, I think all of  us should 
write more notes or, at least, 
send cards to those we love 
letting them know we love 
‘em. We certainly should 

tell them as often as possible, but some-
times a note or card will serve as a re-
minder until we get to see ‘em and hug ‘em.

I thought of  one thing that hasn’t got 
anything to do with manners but is an 
essential element of  respect for fellow hu-
mans. Teach your children, boys and girls, 
about gun safety. Here in the South, guns 
are a part of  just about every household. 

We should make sure that young folks 
know the dangers of  handling a gun in an 
improper manner. The hardest way for 
them to learn would be pulling over for the 
funeral procession of  a friend or relative 
who was killed by a gun.

I guess one of  the most important 
things I learned from my elders was to do 
what’s right regardless of  how many are 
doing wrong. I remember Mama saying, 

“Just because Jerry will jump off  the 
Cape Fear River bridge doesn’t mean you 
should.” Sometimes truth comes with the 
simplest expression.

I’m pretty sure that the best instruc-
tion I ever got was from my mother when 
I would leave the house to go somewhere 
with my friends. She always said, “Y’all be 
sweet now, you hear.”  That about covers 
all interaction with people.

Write “thank you” notes for any gift, even Christmas presents. If somebody 
does something nice for you, let them know with a personal, handwritten note 
acknowledging their act. Remember, if you are writing to a young person, they 
may not be able to read the note if it is written in cursive.

A look at life’s verities 

A Riegelwood conve-
nience store sold a win-
ning lottery ticket that 
netted a Wilmington wom-
an a new Corvette Sting-
ray and $100,000 in cash.

Linda Botello is the 
second winner of  the 
new Corvette & Cash $5 
scratch-off  game, the 
N.C. Education lottery 
announced in a Monday 
press release. She bought 
her ticket at the Scotch-
man on Old Stage Road 
where she works. She 
said she stopped back by 
the store after work to 

buy some ice cream and 
purchased the ticket too.

C o r v e t t e  &  C a s h 
launched in July with four 
top prizes of  a Corvette 
Stingray plus a $100,000 
cash prize. Winners get to 
choose a 2021 model, or a 
current available model, 
and pick their favorite 
options, to bring home a 
sports car with a value of  
up to $109,600. They also 
get a $100,000 cash prize.

Botello claimed her 
cash prize Thursday at 
lottery headquarters in 
Raleigh and took home 

$70,751 after required fed-
eral and state tax with-
holdings and began the 
process of  getting her 
Corvette.

 Two top prizes remain 
to be won instantly. A fifth 
Corvette plus $100,000 will 
be the grand prize in a 
second-chance drawing 
offered as part of  the new 
game. All Corvette & Cash 
tickets can be entered into 
the drawing. The date of  
the drawing has not been 
set.

Corvette & Cash launched in July with four top prizes of a Corvette Stingray 
plus a $100,000 cash prize.

Woman wins Corvette, $100,000 from 
lotto ticket bought in Riegelwood

Quotes of
 the Week

“Those numbers are scaring me.”
Tabor City Town Manager Al Leonard reacting to the 2020 U.S. Census numbers that showed a 12.9% popula-

tion decrease in Columbus County since 2010. 

“The pandemic shifted the meaning of  work and personal life for all of  us. Many entrepreneurs 
recognized this as an opportunity.”

Pamela Young Jacbos, director of  the Small Business Center at Southeastern Community College, on the news 
that 204 new businesses were created in Columbus County between January and June of  this year. That’s a 68% 
increase compared to the first six months of  2020.

Priest has extensive ex-
perience in the fundrais-
ing and development field, 
having served as execu-
tive director of  the Colum-
bus Regional Healthcare 
System Foundation for 16 
years. During that time, 
she managed all aspects 
of  the CRHS Foundation 
organization, including 
board management, fun-
draising activities, donor 
relations and account-
ing requirements for the 
foundation. She directed 
multiple fundraising cam-
paigns for both communi-
ty and employees, includ-
ing a 14-year run with the 
CRHS Hospital Gala. 

Before joining SCC in 
January of  this year as 
executive assistant to the 
president, Priest served 
as the foundation director 
for the Lower Cape-Fear 
LifeCare (LCFL) in Wilm-

ington. During her time 
at LCFL, she was account-
able for the execution of  
the agency development 
plan, which raised funds 
for a seven-county area. 

“We are confident that 
Terrie is the right person 
to lead the SCC Founda-
tion toward continued 
growth and support of  
the college’s mission,” 
said SCC President Chris 
English. “She brings ex-
tensive knowledge, ex-
perience and passion to 
take the foundation to the 
next level as we continue 
to serve our students and 
community as we work to 
help them achieve their 
goals.” 

Founded in 1968, the 
SCC Foundation com-
prises a 31-member board 
that awards scholarships 
to students. The founda-
tion also receives and 
administers private gifts, 
bequests and donations to 
benefit SCC programs and 
activities. 
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one staff  member and one 
resident; Premier Living, 
with one staff  member 
and three residents; and 
Liberty Commons, with 
three staff  members and 
two residents. 

“The recent surge in 
coronavirus diagnoses 
in our state and our com-
munity is deeply concern-
ing,” said a spokesperson 
of  Liberty Healthcare, 
which manages Liberty 
Commons and Shoreland. 
“We are doing everything 
we can to prevent CO-
VID-19 from spreading in 
our communities.”

Mitigation efforts in-
clude wearing personal 
protective equipment and 
screening staff  and visi-
tors prior to entry, accord-
ing to the spokesperson. 
Shoreland even limited 
its visitations to outdoors 
except for “compassionate 
care circumstances.”

At the end of  July, Pre-
mier Living also paused 
indoor visitation “to as-
sess potential facility 
impact and set up our 
COVID-19 unit in prepa-
ration for any new inter-
nal or admission needs,” 
said administrator Gennie 

Parnell. 
On Aug. 10, Premier 

Living opened back up to 
visitors. “We continue to 
monitor the community 
positivity rate and adjust 
accordingly,” Parnell said. 

Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services 
reports that the positiv-
ity rate among nursing 
homes in Columbus Coun-
ty was 18.2% on Aug. 10. 
At the beginning of  July, 
it was just 3%. 

North Carolina has not 
adjusted its visitation pol-
icies for assisted living fa-
cilities since mid-March, 
when it allowed indoor 
visitation once again.

Higher 
vaccination rates

During this recent 
surge in COVID-19 trans-
mission, assisted living 
facilities in the county 
haven’t been as hard-hit 
as they were in 2020, when 
dozens of  staff  and resi-
dents were contracting 
the virus. 

At least two-thirds of  
assisted living residents 
in the county are vac-
cinated, with 73% at Pre-
mier Living, 78% at Lib-
erty Commons and 83% 
at Shoreland, according to 
data through Aug. 8 from 
CMS. There was no data 

for Tabor Commons.
The vaccination rates 

among staff, however, 
weren’t as high by Aug. 8, 
with 41% at Liberty Com-
mons, 47% at Shoreland 
and 55% at Premier Liv-
ing, according to CMS.

Premier Living on Fri-
day, however, posted on 
Facebook that its vacci-
nation rate among staff  
was 73%.

At Tabor Commons, 
Reaves said that the “ma-
jority” of  residents have 
received vaccines and did 
not provide any informa-
tion on vaccinated staff. 

“We are considering 
all options for protecting 
residents,” Reaves said. 
“We also value the voices 
of  our employees and sup-
port their personal health 
care decisions with their 
providers’ recommenda-
tions.”

The federal govern-
ment announced last week 
that it would soon require 
vaccinations among staff  
at nursing homes. 

“We do not know at 
this time when the re-
quirements of  the regula-
tion will go into effect,” 
the Liberty Healthcare 
spokesperson said. “We 
are committed to car-
ing for our residents and 
working with our staff  

members in sharing in-
formation and complying 
with the new regulations.”

The federal govern-
ment also announced 
last week that it would 
permit third doses for 
vaccinated individuals 
starting Sept. 20. Nursing 
home residents would be 
some of  the first eligible 
individuals, since many 
received their vaccines in 
December.

The Columbus County 
Health Department began 
scheduling appointments 
for booster vaccines for 
immunocompromised in-
dividuals on Thursday. 

Liberty Healthcare 
helps residents interested 
in vaccines “as quickly as 
possible through arrange-
ment with our affiliated 
pharmacy, which is typi-
cally administered within 
a few days of  the request,” 
the spokesperson said. 

Representatives of  Pre-
mier Living and Tabor 
Commons also said that 
they assist interested staff  
and residents to get vac-
cinated.

“We are committed to 
protecting our residents 
and the greater commu-
nity,” Reaves of  Tabor 
Commons said. 

Reaves also asked the 
community for help pro-

tecting residents of  as-
sisted living facilities. 
“We ask that everyone 
do their part to stop the 
spread, including getting 
vaccinated, staying home 
if  they are unwell and 
communicating with close 

contacts if  they are ex-
posed,” she said. 

Liberty Healthcare 
agrees. “We need the sup-
port of  our Columbus 
County community in 
order to defeat this virus,” 
the spokesperson said. 

Staff photo by Thomas Sherrill
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*North Carolina Farm Bureau® Mutual Insurance Company
*Farm Bureau® Insurance of North Carolina, Inc.
*Southern Farm Bureau® Life Insurance Company, Jackson, MS
*An independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association

Two locations to serve you:
113 West Smith Street, Whitevile, NC  28472
705 North Brown St., Chadbourn, NC  28431
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Local Pest Control Solutions for Residential & 
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By Thomas Sherrill
tsherrill@nrcolumbus.com

A new agreement will 
allow Southeastern Com-
munity College agribusi-
ness graduates to transfer 
all 60 credit hours  of  their 
associate degree toward 
a bachelor’s degree at the 
University of  Mount Olive. 

Representatives of  both 
schools signed the agree-
ment Aug. 16 during a cer-
emony at SCC.

“This is a great moment 
for us,” said SCC President 
Chris English. “It’s going 
to encourage job growth in 
the county.”

The University of  Mount 

Olive bridge program, 
known as UMO Promise, 
is the name of  the partner-
ship between the UMO and 
SCC to allow what UMO 
Vice President of  Academ-
ic Affairs Todd Telemeco 
called a “seamless trans-
fer” of  60 agribusiness 
credits earned at SCC.

“I think it speaks well 
that y’all have a great agro-
business technologies pro-
gram, and that will transi-
tion seamlessly into our 
agro-business program, 
both our B.S. and B.A. pro-
grams,” said Sandy Mad-
dox, dean of  Mount Olive’s 
school of  agriculture and 
biological sciences, who 

boasted about the school’s 
100% job placement rate 
after six months of  gradu-
ating from their program.

English said discus-
sions about this partner-
ship started in 2019, before 
his arrival, but stalled due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic 
and resumed in summer 
2020 after starting as presi-
dent at SCC.

University of  Mount 
Olive, located just south 
of  Goldsboro in the town 
of  Mount Olive, is a pri-
vate university sponsored 
by the Original Free Will 
Baptist Convention. The 
university enrolls around 
2,800 students. 

Southeastern Community College President Chris English and University of 
Mount Olive Vice President of Academic Affairs Todd Telemeco sign the UMO 
Promise agreement during Monday’s ceremony.

SCC, Mount Olive sign agribusiness transfer agreement 

SURGE
Continued from 1A

Main St. in Whiteville.
Supporters of  the char-

ity pancake supper will re-
ceive a plate of  pancakes 
and sausage (non-pork 
and non-meat alternatives 
available while supplies 
last), literature about the 
foundation, suicide pre-
vention information and a 
purple wristband to wear 
in observance of  World 
Suicide Prevention Day. 

To donate items for 
the pancake supper or to 
make a donation to the 
cause, contact Cutler at 
910-446-6771 or send an 
email to NCHoneyFesti-
val.com

New attractions
Cutler announced the 

following new additions 
to the festival:

 The “How Well Do 
You Know Your Honey?” 

game for couples will re-
ward the pair who know 
each other best with a 
sweet prize. “We will 
choose up to four couples 
from the crowd, from a 
drawing of  names,” Cutler 
said. “Visit the main booth 
at the festival to enter for 
a chance to play.”

 “We are planning a 
large-scale ‘together’ art 
activity for everyone at-
tending the festival,” said 
Cutler. “This will take 
place in the middle of  the 
street and we look forward 
to a lot of  fun and unity.” 

 “We are partnering 
with Phillip and Shannon 
Britt and the Town of  
Chadbourn for a Straw-
berry Lane at the honey 
festival,” Cutler said. 
“The vendors in this area 
will be selling strawberry 
treats and products, and a 
percentage of  their sales 
will be donated to support 
our state’s oldest agricul-
tural festival, the North 

Carolina Strawberry Fes-
tival.”

Cutler hopes to hear 
from anyone, particularly 
any Chadbourn non-prof-
its, interested in engaging 
with festival visitors in 
the “lane.”

 Raffles for a jar of  
honey every 30 minutes. 
Local charities will ben-
efit from the raffles. Tick-
ets can be purchased at the 
main booth on the day of  
the festival. 

 A Game Zone with 
cornhole, chess and other 
favorites.

 Brunswick Elec-
tric will sponsor honey 
facts on Facebook.com/
NCHoneyFestival lead-
ing up to the festival. The 
page offers videos about 
Earth’s sweetest treat and 
the pollinators that make 
it possible. 

 Having Aunties In 
Reach (H.A.I.R.) will be 
providing arts & crafts 
activities for youth near 

the museum. 

Returning features
As in past years, the 

Columbus County Bee-
keepers and the science 
museum will provide ex-
hibits. There will be honey 
and bee by-products for 
sale along with hive dem-
onstrations. Vendors will 
offer beekeeping supplies, 
crafts and food. “There 
may even be gator on the 
menu,” Cutler said. 

Farmacy on Main will 
sponsor a mead tasting. 
Starting at noon, adults 
may sample honey wine 
produced at meaderies 
across the state of  North 
Carolina.

The Carl Cutler Run 
is being planned to take 
place on Sunday after-
noon, Sept. 12, Cutler said. 

For more information 
contact DDR Experiences 
at 910.446.6771 or send an 
email to NCHoneyFesti-
val@gmail.com

HONEY
Continued from 1A

Festival-goers walk up and down Madison Street to 
visit booths and vendors at the N.C. Honey Festival 
in 2019.

Joyce Batton
I loved it here. I sure will come back if I have too. 

Meeting all your Short-Term Rehabilitation and 
Long-Term Care needs in your community with quality, 
dignity and respect. Call 910.642.4300 for more informa-

tion or to schedule a tour of one of our private suites.

200 Flowers-Pridgen Drive Whiteville, NC 28472
P: 910.642.4300 libertyhealthcareandrehab.com/shoreland
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Dr. Rene Bermudez

Rene Bermudez,
DO, FAAD, FAOCD

Dermatologist & 
Fellowship Trained 
Mohs Surgeon

The American Academy of Dermatology (AAD) recommends an 
annual skin check with a dermatologist. In addition, the AAD 
advocates monthly self-skin checks, especially if you have moles 
or dark spots. If you notice any of the following “A-B-C-D-E”
warning signs, consult your dermatologist immediately.

A stands for ASYMMETRY, when one half of the mole           
     doesn’t match the other half.
B stands for BORDER, when the border or edges of the        
     mole are ragged, blurred or irregular.
C stands for COLOR, when the color of the mole is not the       
     same throughout or if it has shades or tan, brown, black, 
     red, white or blue.
D stands for DIAMETER, if the diameter of a mole is larger          
     than the eraser of a pencil.
E stands for EVOLVING. A mole or skin lesion that looks 
     different from the rest or is changing in size, shape, or color.

PREVENTING SKIN CANCER
Here are some sun safety habits that should be a part of everyone’s 

daily healthcare:

Reapply every 2 hours.

months.

910-251-9944

Are You Safe?

              

Now Accepting New Patients!

Elizabeth DeLouise, DO 
Jugta Kahai, MD, FAAP 

Ashlee Pinion-Raby, FNP-C 
Cassandra Schimmoeller, PNP-C

THEY COUNT ON YOU, 

SO COUNT ON US.

crhealthcare.org/pediatrics

36 McNeill Plaza, Whiteville, NC | 910-640-4064

Through all stages of childhood, Southeast Pediatrics 
is committed to providing quality pediatric healthcare 
to the children of Columbus County and surrounding 
communities with:  

 A COVID-Safe Clinic
 Well Checks
 Immunizations
 Sick Visits
 Kindergarten and Sports Physicals
 Virtual Visits Available
 Inpatient and Newborn Care at Columbus Regional
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The News Reporter

Obituaries

ELOISE ELENORA 
MARTIN

LORIS, S.C. -- Eloise 
Elenora Martin, 92, died 
Friday, Aug. 6, 2021, at 
McLeod Seacoast Hospi-
tal. Inman Ward Funeral 
Home, Tabor City.

VIRGINIA 
KATHERINE ‘KAT’ 

COLEMAN
TABOR CITY -- Virgin-

ia Katherine “Kat” Cole-
man, 94, left her earthly 
struggles Thursday, Aug. 
19, 2021, at her home with 
her three children by her 
side and is now with her 
Lord and Savior.

She was born March 5, 
1927, in Marion County, 
S.C., the daughter of  the 
late Lawrence Gilbert 
Poston and Bertha Alma 
Ard Poston and the widow 
of  Joseph Elwood Coleman 
Sr.

In addition to her hus-
band and parents, she 
was preceded in death by 
one brother, Lawrence A. 
Poston.

She was a godly wife, 
mother, grandmother and 
friend.  She loved her fam-
ily, church and friends.  
Kat enjoyed cooking, trav-
eling, gardening and read-
ing.  She was a member of  
Tabor City Baptist Church 
and a founding member of  
the Dirt Daubers Garden 
Club. 

A graveside service was 
held Sunday, Aug. 22, in the 
Coleman Cemetery offici-
ated by Rev. Earl Spivey. In-
man Ward Funeral Home 
and Crematory served the 
family.

Pallbearers were 
Richard Coleman, Brad-
ley Loflin, Jesse Cole-
man, Christian Coleman, 
Adam Melton and Jimmie 
Hewett.

She is survived by two 
sons, Joseph E. Coleman 
Jr. (Deb) and Richard 
Poston Coleman (Cathy); 
one daughter, Sherry 
Coleman Loflin; one sis-
ter, Margaret Earley; five 
grandchildren, Richard 
Coleman Jr. (Heather), 
Bradley Loflin (Molly), 
Jesse Coleman (Amber), 
Nicole Melton (Adam), 
Christian Coleman; nine 
great-grandchildren, Saw-
yer Coleman, Bryson Cole-
man, Cooper Coleman, 
Brody Coleman, Madeline 
Loflin, Abigail Loflin, Fin-
ley Melton, Hadley Melton, 
and Blakely Melton.

In lieu of  flowers, me-
morial donations may be 
made to Community Home 
Care and Hospice, 333 Jef-
ferson St., Whiteville, N.C. 
28472.

A guest register is avail-
able at inmanwardfuneral-
home.com.

KENNETH McDUFFIE
CHADBOURN -- Ken-

neth McDuffie, 47, died 
Sunday, Aug. 15, 2021. S&L 
Funeral Home and Crema-
tion Service, Fair Bluff.

SANFORD ERVIN 
GASKINS

WHITEVILLE -- San-
ford Ervin Gaskins, 72, 
died Saturday, Aug. 14, 
2021, at Columbus Region-
al Healthcare. Majestic Fu-
neral Home.

TONNIA LYNN 
DUNCAN SMITH

BLADENBORO -- Ton-
nia Lynn Duncan Smith, 
43, died Sunday, Aug. 15, 
2021, in Whiteville. Inman 
Ward Funeral Home, Ta-
bor City.

Skin screening 
Sept. 11

The Donayre Cancer 
Care Center at Columbus 
Regional Healthcare Sys-
tem and Atlantic Derma-
tology are sponsoring a 
free skin screening event 
on Saturday, Sept. 11.

The event, which in-
cludes raffle prizes, will be 
held from 9 a.m.-noon at 
Whiteville United Method-
ist Church, 902 Pinckney 
St., Whiteville.

GEORGE ‘RONNIE’ 
RONALD BUTLER
NAKINA -- Mr. George 

“Ronnie” Ronald Butler, 
51, passed away Saturday, 
Aug. 21, 2021, at the Low-
er Cape Fear LifeCare in 
Whiteville. He was born 
July 15, 1970, in Columbus 
County. 

His funeral service will 
be held at 11 a.m. Wednes-
day, Aug. 25, in the Peacock 
Funeral Home Chapel 
with Rev. Roger Coffey of-
ficiating. His family will 
receive friends from 10-11 
a.m. Wednesday prior to 
the service at the funeral 
home. Burial will be in 
Peacock’s Columbus Me-
morial Park.

He is survived by his 
wife, Donna Watts But-
ler; one daughter, Morgan 
Butler Feltz and husband, 
Zachary, of  Whiteville; his 
parents, Eugene and Al-
ice Butler of  Nakina; his 
father-in-law and mother-
in law, Jimmy and Vio-
let Watts of  Nakina; and 
a brother-in-law, James 
Watts and wife, Dawn of  
Nakina.

Online condolences 
may be made at www.pea-
cockfuneralhome.net.

R.L. LEWIS JR.
WHITEVILLE -- Our 

dad, R.L. Lewis Jr. went to 
be with our mom Tuesday, 
Aug. 17, 2021. Mom left us 
six weeks ago. Dad was 92 
years old.

He was preceded in 
death by his wife, Rita; his 
parents, Maude Anderson 
and  Ressie L. Lewis Sr.; 
two sisters, Katie King and 
Margaret Boykin; and his 
brother, Willard Anderson.

He worked at Carolina 
Laundry & Drycleaners 
for 36 years and then went 
to work for Bruce Foods. 
Dad was a 
Korean War 
Veteran and 
very proud 
of  his ser-
vice.

A memorial service 
will be held at a later date. 
Peacock Funeral Home is 
serving the family.

He leaves behind his 
two daughters, Leslie 
Robinson (Rick) and Kim 
Smith (Mark); three grand-
children, Christy Stoops 
(Jason), Melissa Raff  
(Erik) and Leigh Edwards 
(Chris); and two great-
grandchildren, Andrew 
Stoops and Zoey Raff.

Online condolences 
may be made at www.pea-
cockfuneralhome.net.

WHITEVILLE PRIMARY FIRST DAY 
OF SCHOOL

Staff photos by Grant Merritt 

of school.

CARLTON MONROE 
CARTRETTE

WHITEVILLE -- Carl-
ton Monroe Cartrette, 85, 
died Saturday, Aug. 21, 
2021, at Columbus Region-
al Healthcare.  Born July 
5, 1936, in Columbus Coun-
ty, he was the son of  the 
late Cleve McCoy “C.M.” 
Cartrette and Rebecca 
McPherson Cartrette; and 
the widower of  Blonnie 
Cribb Cartrette.

In addition to his wife 
and parents, he was pre-
ceded in death by one 
daughter, Sheila Reed; and 
one brother, Lloyd Car-
trette.

Services will be pri-
vate. Inman Ward Funeral 
Home and Crematory of  
Tabor City is serving the 
family.

He is survived by his 
children, Beverly Cartrette 
Mobley Sessions and hus-
band, Ricky, of  Socastee, 
S.C., Tommy K. Cartrette 
and wife, Marlene, Michael 
Cartrette and wife, Traci, 
and Sherry Beck and hus-
band, Doug, all of  White-
ville, and Debbie Hartzog 
and husband, David, of  
Goldsboro; 12 grandchil-
dren; 24 great-grandchil-
dren; and 14 great-great-
grandchildren.

In lieu of  flowers, me-
morials may be made to 
the Beaverdam Original 
Freewill Baptist Church 
Building Fund, 2665 Bea-
verdam Rd., Chadbourn, 
N.C. 28431.

A guest register is avail-
able at inmanwardfuneral-
home.com.

DON WAYNE PRINCE
WHITEVILLE -- Don 

Wayne Prince, 51, died Sat-
urday, Aug. 21, 2021, at his 
home. Born Feb. 27, 1970, 
in Columbus County, he 
was the son of  Barbara 
Mae Hardwick Prince and 
the late Wayne Prince.

His funeral service will 
be held at 3 p.m. Wednes-
day, Aug. 25, at Poley 
Bridge Baptist Church. 
Visitation will be held one 
hour prior to the service at 
the church. Burial will be 
in the Prince Cemetery.  In-
man Ward Funeral Home 
and Crematory of  Tabor 
City is serving the family.

In addition to his moth-
er, he is survived by his 
wife Pamela Tatum Prince 
of  the home; two sons, 
Codey Prince and Camer-
on Prince, both of  White-
ville; and one brother, Neal 
Prince of  Whiteville.

A guest register is avail-
able at inmanwardfuneral-
home.com.

We’re On The Web:
nrcolumbus.com
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SEE INTERSECTION 18A

INTERSECTION
Continued from 1A

PLANTING POLLINATORS

Staff photos by Justin Smith
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N.C. Museum of Natural Sciences on Madison Street. One of the club’s current goals is to increase the number of local pollinator plants, building on the organi-

and Coburn Powell. Local civic clubs are invited to submit photos to The News Reporter for publication. Please e-mail high-resolution photos to Publisher 
Justin Smith at justinsmith@NRcolumbus.com.

ago, “a majority” of  Lake 
Waccamaw locals wanted 
the intersection, which 
currently is a tradition-
al at-grade intersection 
with left and right turns, 
to become a “cloverleaf.” 
Byrd said that would in-
volve one of  the roads 
going over the other, with 
exit and entrance ramps 
as on interstates.

Byrd said that NCDOT 
told the public at the time 
that since the intersec-
tion would be only a mile 
from the Chauncey Town 
Road interstate inter-
section, federal dollars 
couldn’t be used on it. 
However, Byrd said now 
there have been conver-
sations saying it can be 
done.

In 2019 NCDOT and 
consultant engineers pro-
posed a two-lane service 
road between Chauncey 
Town and Old Lake roads 
north of  74-76. NCDOT 
held a public meeting at 
the school that month and 
received mixed reactions 
from area residents.

A May 2019 statement 
from the department 
said that the service road 
would “follow a portion 
of  Georgia Road, which 
now has a dead-end be-
hind East Columbus 
High School off  Old Lake 
Road.” 

NCDOT spokesperson 
Andrew Barksdale said 
on Aug. 17 that the plans 
for the project have not 
changed, but that Hil-
burn had expressed con-
cerns about the service 
road.

Byrd said recently that 
the proposed service road 
would pass through wet-
lands and would cost $5-6 
million.

Byrd stressed the need 
to preserve the lake’s 
accessibility for locals, 
tourists and also rescue 
vehicles, specifically say-
ing Buckhead Volunteer 
Fire Department could 
have its response times 
increased by an Old Lake 
Road overpass.

“Lake Waccamaw is 
the largest natural lake 
between Florida and 
Maine,” Byrd said, add-
ing that there are only 
two entrances to Lake 
Waccamaw from the 
highway. “It needs to be 
reconsidered.”

Temporary measures
In April, NCDOT an-

nounced that the Old 
Lake Road and Chauncey 
Town Road intersections 
with U.S. 74-76 would tem-
porarily be converted 
into “reduced conflict 
intersections.”

“[A reduced conflict 
intersection] design in-
cludes concrete traffic is-
lands and raised medians 
that redirect side-street 
motorists into turning 
right; if  they want to go 
in the opposite direc-
tion, they go right first, 
then turn around in a 
dedicated lane just a few 
hundred feet away,” NC-
DOT said in its announce-
ment. 

The work on the tem-
porary intersections 
recently began and is 
scheduled to be finished 
in October.

 

Weaving and wetlands
Hilbur n forwarded 

The News Reporter a Feb-
ruary 2019 NCDOT sum-
mary of  a public meet-
ing held in October 2018 
at N.C. Boys and Girls 
Homes to provide infor-
mation and gather com-
ments on the proposed 
long-term improvements.

Hilburn pointed out 
that NCDOT had ruled 
the service road out due 
to high cost and “exten-
sive wetlands impacts,” 
but then revived the idea 
months later.   

Hilburn now suggests 
that an auxiliary third 
lane running along the 
highway between the 
two interchanges would 
achieve the same goal as 
a service road more cost 
effectively and without 
disturbing wetlands. 

Hilburn also said he 
had spoken with state 
Transportation Secre-
tary J. Eric Boyette and 
engineer Drew Cox, head 
of  NCDOT’s highway 
division for Columbus 
and four other counties. 
Hilburn, a retired High-
way Patrol trooper, said 
that officials had told him 
the general rule against 
cloverleaf  interchanges 
within two miles of  each 
other is variable. The 
safety concern behind 
that rule, Hilburn said, is 
to eliminate “weaving” of  
cars entering and leaving 
the highway. 

“Division staff  are 
evaluating these con-
cerns and are planning to 
meet with [Hilburn] with 
a response in the next few 
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Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-844-496-8601
or visit dental50plus.com/ncpress

Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. Product 
not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this 
type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not 
available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; 
PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN); Rider kinds 
B438/B439 (GA: B439B). 
6255

DENTAL Insurance
Get Dental Insurance from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. It helps cover over 350 
procedures — from cleanings and fillings to crowns 
and dentures.

• See any dentist you want,  
 but save more with one in our network
• No deductible, no annual maximum
• Immediate coverage for preventive care 
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Scams are everywhere 
and we in Tabor City don’t 
want our citizens to be 
fooled by these sites.   One 
scam that Tabor City citi-
zens need to be aware of  is 
a site saying that you can 
go on their site and pay 
your Tabor City water bill 
online through them. This 
is not true. We do not want 
our citizens to fall prey 
to these scams. There are 
four ways for Tabor City 
citizens to pay their water 
bill to the Town of  Tabor 
City. All options are stated 
on your water bill, and you 
can get assistance from 
the staff  of  the Tabor City 
Water Department to help 
you figure out what works 
best for you. Here are your 
options: (1) You can mail 
your payment in,  (2) you 
can call Amy Fowler at 
910-653-3458 and pay over 
the phone with a debit or 
credit card, (3) you can set 
up an automatic bank draft 
or set up with your debit or 
credit card an automatic 
draft and (4) you can drop 
your payment in the metal 
drop box in front of  Town 
Hall. Contact Amy Fowler 
at 910-653-3458 if  you need 
assistance.

tasks in the business world 
to him. After the passing 
of  her father, she success-
fully bid and was awarded 
her first multi-million-dol-
lar contract with Charles-
ton Air Force Base. She is 
the wife of  Marine veteran 
Velton Jacobs. Together 
they have six children 
and three grandsons. The 
Chamber is excited to have 
her as their guest speaker 
tonight and look forward 
to hearing her message 
about the goals that she is 
setting in the Small Busi-
ness Center at SCC to pro-
mote and nurture new and 
existing businesses in our 
county.

The Fair Bluff  Cham-
ber of  Commerce is also 
planning a street dance, 
which will be held in the 
fall. This dance will be 
sponsored by the Fair 
Bluff  Chamber and the Ro-
tary Club. More details of  
this event will be provided 
later.

The Greater Tabor City 
Chamber of  Commerce 
will also be assisting Dr. 
John Stamey and Trans-
america as he hosts a free 
lunch and learn in late 
August – early September. 
Stay tuned for details on 
topic and date.

The North Carolina De-
partment of  Public Safety 
is a group of  wonderful 
individuals who spend ev-
ery day of  their lives do-
ing their part to protect 
the safety and security of  
the public. A combined 
campaign was formed to 
prove that unity can make 
a difference. The Secre-
tary’s Cup Annual Fund-
raiser provides a platform 
for gathering donations 
and promoting fellowship. 

Tonight, the Greater 
Tabor City Chamber of  
Commerce is celebrat-
ing 75 years of  service at 
their Annual Banquet. 
The guest  speaker will be 
Pamela Young-Jacobs, Di-
rector of  the Small Busi-
ness Center at SCC. Pa-
mela initially began her 
own educational journey 
at SCC before becoming a 
graduate of  the University 
of  North Carolina at Pem-
broke. She is a Columbus 
County native and newly 
appointed chairwoman 
of  the Waccamaw Siouan 
Tribe of  North Carolina. 
The apple doesn’t fall far 
from the tree because Pa-
mela was born into a fam-
ily of  entrepreneurs. Her 
grandfather was a master 
carpenter, and her father 
was a construction worker 
who became a self-made 
businessman and the first 
8(a) contractor on the east 
end of  Columbus County. 
Pamela credits her work 
ethic to her father, whose 
motto was “Never Give 
Up.” With her father hav-
ing such a strong influence 
in her life, she credits her 
ability to think outside the 
box to accomplish difficult 

This year the Secretary’s 
Cup proceeds will go to the 
American Cancer Society. 
Delicious BBQ, chicken or 
combo plates will be sold 
on Aug. 25 and 27. Costs are 
as follows: BBQ Plate - $8, 
Chicken Plate - $8, Combo 
$10, sides will be baked 
beans, slaw, bread and 
dessert. To order ahead 
contact Jana Nealey at Ta-
bor Correctional at (910) 
653-6413 Mon. – Fri. 8 a.m. 
– 4:30 p.m. Locations of  
events are: 

Aug. 25 location: Co-
lumbus County Law En-
forcement Center, 300 Al-
fred Hayes Dr. Chadbourn, 
N.C. 28431.

Aug. 27 location: Lum-
berton Agricultural Cen-
ter. 1027 US-74 ALT, Lum-
berton,  N.C. 28358.

There are still a few 
seats open for the sweet 
potato canning class. The 
class will be held Thurs-
day, Aug. 26, from 5-8 p.m. 
at Old Zion Wesleyan 
Church. Attn.: Rev. Josh 
Glagola, 10144 Swamp Fox 
Hwy. East, Tabor City, N.C. 
28463. This class will be 
taught by Meleah Evers, 
USDA certified, Columbus 
County Extension Office. 
It will be offered on a first 
come first serve basis. If  
you would like to sign up, 
you must call the N.C. Yam 
Festival office and have 
them put your name on 
“reserved list” to hold your 
spot. This event will also 
be available via video on 
Facebook Live, so be ready 
to make a list of  what you 
will need as soon as we get 
that information together. 
Participants will be taught 
how to can sweet potatoes 
in a simple syrup solution 
and all participants will 

Spotlight
on City Hall

By Fair Bluff Mayor
       Billy W. Hammond

Fellow Citizens:
The 2021 NC Watermel-

on Festival has come to a 
close, and this year’s event 
was a great success. The 
Watermelon Festival has 
had to endure two massive 
floods, and now a world-
wide pandemic. But the fes-
tival organizers continue 
to work hard and put on a 
great day for festival goers. 
The Watermelon Festival 
this year had a very good at-
tendance and it seemed like 
everyone had an enjoyable 
time. By my count, there 
were over thirty vendors 
set up on Riverside Drive. 
The watermelon eating 
contest was so much fun to 
watch.

A special word of  
thanks goes out to the Fair 
Bluff  Fire and Rescue for 
their efforts to organize the 
festival parade. Similarly, 
the Fair Bluff  Rotary Club 
did an outstanding job with 
their annual duck race. 
Also thanks goes out to the 
Chamber of  Commerce, the 
visitors center and a spe-
cial thanks to Gene Martin 
for his all around help with 
vendors, etc. Mother Na-
ture cooperated as usual by 
giving us one of  the hottest 
days of  the year to hold a 
town wide outdoor event. 

The Watermelon Fes-
tival is synonymous with 
the Town of  Fair Bluff. If  

Tabor City
Happenings & Events

By Dianne Nobles Ward
       Promotions Director

go home with their own 
large jar. To reserve a spot 
call Rachel Todd at 843-504-
5306.

The N.C. Yam Festival’s 
Sweet Potato Cook Off  
committee will host a Yam-
tastic Cookie Baking Class 
Tuesday, Sept. 14, from 
5:30-6:30 p.m. at Dixie Belle 
Place, located at 106 Mal-
lard St., Tabor City, N.C. 
This class is open to chil-
dren ages Pre-K through 
5th grade. The cookie bak-
ing class instructors are 
Pam and Alex Byrd. A 
registration form needs to 
be filled out to participate 
along with a $5 entry fee. 
Forms can be picked up at 
the Tabor City Visitor Cen-
ter, Tabor City Chamber of  
Commerce and the Tabor 
City Library. Mail your 

you meet a stranger and 
tell them you are from Fair 
Bluff, they will probably tell 
you that they have heard 
of  the Riverwalk and the 
Watermelon Festival. As 
our small town continues 
to recover from our natu-
ral disasters, we want to 
always celebrate our small 
town atmosphere and we 
always want to say a word 
of  thanks to those who vol-
unteer to make our town a 
better place.

In closing this week I’d 
like to extend our greatest 
sympathy and condolenc-
es to the family of  Linda 
Lundy, who passed away 
this week. Mrs. Lundy and 
her husband, Dr. Rev. Ray 
Lundy, have been fixtures 
in the Fair Bluff  Commu-
nity for decades. They were 
instrumental during Rev. 
Lundy’s career at the Fair 
Bluff  Baptist Church in 
serving our community in 
countless ways. As a career 
educator, Mrs. Lundy was 
able to interact with most 
of  the students who grew 
up on this end of  Columbus 
County. She and her hus-
band were a compassionate 
pair who touched the lives 
of  so many of  us here in 
Fair Bluff.

We wish her surviv-
ing friends and family the 
very best during this trying 
time.

EDU-Cable programming can be viewed locally 
on Spectrum of  Whiteville and surrounding areas, 
CH. 6.  Tune in weekly from 9 a.m. - midnight or view 
us online at www.sccnc.edu

This week on EDU-Cable:
Monday - Wednesday – Friday - Sunday
9 a.m., 2 & 6 p.m. - The Reading Room
9:30 a.m., 2:30 & 6:30 p.m. – Inside Whiteville City 

Schools – Whiteville High School – Kathryn Faulk, 
Gina Deans and Julia Heckathon 

11 a.m., 4 & 7 p.m. – Spotlight NC Cooperative Ex-
tension – Agronomic Division Field Services – Phyl-
lis Creech-Greene and Georgia P. Love 

11:30 a.m., 4:30 & 7:30 p.m. – Volunteer Connection 
– Columbus County Partnership for Children – Mil-
licent Collins and Selena Rowell

Tuesday – Thursday – Saturday
9 a.m., 2 & 7 p.m. – SCC Presents – Career & Col-

lege Promise – Melody Callihan, Natalie Freeman 
and Veronica Powell

9:30 a.m., 2:30 & 7:30 p.m. - SCC Presents – Small 
Business Center – Melody Callihan and Pamela 
Young-Jacobs

11 a.m., 4 & 9 p.m. - Velvet Caravan

form and fee to: N.C. Yam 
Festival, P.O. Box 725 / 103-
D East Fifth St., Tabor City, 
N.C. 28463.

A car, truck and bike 
show will be held at this 
year’s NC Yam Festival. 
Committee Chair Tiger 
Lovette can be contacted at 
843-333-0947 to answer ques-
tions and get you signed up 
to participate. Kid Zone is 
another popular area that 
our festival is known for 
and will be located on Live 
Oak Street. Erin Mincey is 
currently looking for more 
children’s educational 
booths to be a part of  that 
area. She can be contacted 
at 910-625-6753.

That’s what’s happen-
ing in Tabor City this 
week.

Until next week....... 

The Waccamaw Store will allow youth at Boys and Girls Homes of N.C. to shop 
for items using the Waccamaw Bucks they earn through behavior and skill 
development. Store leadership cut the ribbon at a grand opening ceremony 
July 27.

Waccamaw Store part of incentive program for BGHNC youth
A special grand open-

ing ceremony took place 
Tuesday, July 27, for the res-
ident-only Waccamaw Store 
on the Lake Waccamaw 
campus of  Boys and Girls 
Homes of  North Carolina.

“The Waccamaw Store 
is meant to teach youth 
to always try to help oth-
ers and the importance of  
keeping campus and areas 
around them clean as well 
as the importance of  assist-
ing their peers when they 
need help,” said recreation 
therapist Lauren Geiss. 
“They are also learning 
the value of  saving money 
toward something they re-
ally want, but also having 
money available when they 
want something small like 
a snack or drink.”

The Waccamaw Store 
is open twice per week for 
youth to shop from a vari-
ety of  options, ranging from 
small snacks and beverages 
to clothing items to coping 
skills items like fidget spin-
ners and journals.

The only currency ac-
cepted in the store is Wac-
camaw Bucks, said Geiss. 
Waccamaw Bucks are part 
of  the campus life program 
for youth.

Staff  award the “bucks” 
to residents for a variety of  
behaviors and activities, 
such as helping another res-
ident without being asked, 

making a healthy decision 
when previous decisions 
had been unhealthy, and ac-
cepting responsibility for 
negative behaviors. Wacca-
maw Bucks also encourage 
residents to develop posi-
tive social interaction and 
relationships, succeed aca-
demically and exhibit atti-
tudes of  going the “second 
mile,” said BGHNC Presi-
dent/CEO Ricky Creech. 

“Our staff  are given the 

freedom to determine what 
behaviors are deserving 
of  receiving Waccamaw 
Bucks,” said Creech. “We 
do ask that they reward 
them sparingly and for 
significant breakthroughs 
so that it encourages the 
youth to understand the 
value of  the reward.”

The Waccamaw Store 
also provides an opportu-
nity for one youth to earn 
“real world” money as the 

store manager.
“It is part of  the Life 

Experiences Activity Pro-
gram (LEAP), so we will 
have one youth employee 
run the store, keep it clean 
and organized, shop for 
items and keep inventory 
while earning real life mon-
ey for their bank account,” 
Geiss said. “This is just one 
more way we are preparing 
our youth for success be-
yond our campus.”

AS SEEN ON

TV®

Saving a Life from a potential catastrophe
EVERY 10 MINUTES

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-844-902-2362

but I’m never alone.
I have Life Alert.®

FROM
$1,749*

$1,499*

TM

1-855-874-7693
promo code N7017

* Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus up to $199 in taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal surcharges may apply. 
Add-on airfare available. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 9/30/21. Other terms & conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant 
for details.

Las Vegas • Grand Canyon • Bryce Canyon • Zion •
Capitol Reef • Arches & Canyonlands • and more —

Experience the red rocks of these 6 iconic national 

parks. Travel through deserts, forests, mountains, and to 

the very edge of the Grand Canyon on this tour. 

10 days, departs April - September 2022

CRIMSON CANYONS & MESAS 
NATIONAL PARKS TOUR
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A Look Back

Solutions

12A

1981 — NEITHER RAIN, NOR SNOW — or however the say-
ing goes — nothing kept Whiteville mail carrier Karen Ward 
from making her rounds. Her government-issued raingear 
kept her almost dry while she made sure the mail got through.

1996
China Grove and Ward’s Station. Local prices for the leaf had reached an aver-
age of nearly $1.70 a pound, following a very wet growing season.

1985 — BLOOD DRIVE — United Carolina Bank employee Chris Jernigan 
donned a Dracula cape and used an old horse needle to “scare up” donors for 

-
lected to help ease a critical blood shortage. At right are Kevin Maurer of UCB 
and nurse Phyllis Bacey.

1981 — Wendy Ray Suggs and DeAnn Ray Bullard, now 
both local educators, enjoyed swimming lessons under the 

-
structor for the American Red Cross.
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Staff photos by Thomas Sherrill

Sports
The News Reporter, Tuesday, August 24, 2021 - 13A

While we are proud to 
announce the addition of the 
Da Vinci Xi to our operating 
room, we are no strangers to 
robotic surgery. Since 2011, 
patients at Columbus Regional 
have benefited from the smaller 
incisions and faster recovery 
times that robotic assisted 
surgery provides. Some of 
our surgeons even travel 
the country to proctor other 
surgeons who are learning 
robotic surgery. Robotic surgery 
enhances the surgeon’s skills by providing higher-definition, 3-D 
view and a greater range of motion for more precision and control.

It's just another way that Columbus Regional is more than  
a hospital.

Robotic Surgery at 
CRHS Just Got Better

 

By Thomas Sherrill
tsherrill@nrcolumbus.com

An old coaching adage is that a team 
improves the most between the first and 
second games. Whiteville seemed to im-
prove between Friday night and Saturday 
morning as they used a weather delay to 
run away from North Brunswick 54–13 in 
Leland.

“I thought when we came out, we took it 
right down the field and scored [on Friday 
night],” Whiteville head coach J.P. Price 
said. “Defense got a stop and after that, we 
kind of  got in a funk.”

A fast start
On a muggy Friday night, Whiteville 

started the game marching down the field, 
with Zion Wilson and Shaheem Shipman 
carrying the load. The drive ended with 
Shipman running down the left sideline 
for 27 yards to make it 7–0.

After two defensive false starts gave 
North Brunswick the easiest first down 
they’ll ever get, the Whiteville defense 
forced a punt and looked to take control. 
On the drive, Whiteville kept going two 
steps forward and one step back, but even-
tually got down to the endzone, mainly 
aided by a 52-yard Shipman run. However, 
consecutive pass drops on third and fourth 
down turned it over on downs.

The Scorpions got into a groove with 
slant routes over the middle of  the field, 
eventually scoring to make it 7–6 after a 
PAT failed with 3:18 left in the first.

After falling on an attempted onside 
kick (North Brunswick attempted an on-
side kick every kickoff), Whiteville used 
four different runners to churn up yard-
age, ending with E.J. McLeod taking the 
ball 36 yards to the house to make it 13–6 

with 28 seconds left in the first.

A second quarter struggle
Whiteville looked to be in groove as the 

second quarter began, aided by Brandon 
Tyson and Daejuan Thompson getting a 
sack to force a punt. Eventually, the Wolf-
pack got the ball back. With Shipman gain-
ing first downs and already over 170 yards 
rushing, Tyson got the ball in the end zone 
to finish it, making the score 19–6 after the 
two point conversion with 6:54 til halftime.

The Scorpions got aided in their next 
drive by two Whiteville personal fouls, 
the second of  which came after a third 
down sack. Using a bit of  tempo, North 
Brunswick eventually ran it in with 2:20 
until halftime to make it 19–13.

The onside kick attempts went the way 
of  the home team for once, and the Scor-
pions looked to take the lead going into 
the break. With lightning in the visible 
distance, the Scorpions got near the red 
zone, but a quarterback scramble ended 
with a sack as the horn went off.

“I think we had 12 penalties (in the first 
half) to their two, holding calls, blocks in 
the back,” Price said of  the first half. “I 
thought our effort was good last night, but 
we definitely need to clean some of  those 
mistakes up.”

Then the storms came
To start the third quarter, the Scorpions 

got the ball for the third straight posses-
sion, but a sack and two incompletions led 
to a punt. With the ball for the first time in 
a long while, the Wolfpack made it count 
as Wilson took it 66 yards to the endzone 
on the very first play.

With a lead buoyed out to 26–13, the 

Wolfpack rout Scorpions 54–13 in weather-delayed game

Former Whiteville High School baseball player and 
current UNCW Seahawk Brooks Baldwin turned down 
the San Francisco Giants signing offer and will return for 
another year of  college baseball. He was selected in the 
15th round by the Giants in the 2021 MLB draft. 

Baldwin will be a redshirt junior in the upcoming 
season. He was a first team All-CAA selection and second 
team American Baseball Coaches Association All-Atlantic 
Region choice after the 2021 season. Baldwin batted .325 
with 15 home runs and 45 RBIs. He led the CAA  in hits 
(79) and total bases (141) while playing center and right 
field, second base and first base at various times during the 
season He also stole 11 bases to become the first Seahawks’ 
player to have double figure steals and home runs since 
2012.  — Franklin Davis

MacKenzie Gore returns to action
After taking time to let his most recent finger blister 

issue heal and making some minor modifications to his 
pitching mechanics, MacKenzie Gore returned to the 
mound Thursday evening. Pitching in the Arizona Com-
plex League, Gore allowed one run on two hits, struck 
out eight, walked one batter and hit another in four and 
two-thirds innings. The game was his first since June 18 
at El Paso.

Gore made his return against a team primarily com-
posed of  players recently signed by the Kansas City Roy-
als.  Despite not facing top line competition, San Diego 
Padres officials were “cautiously optimistic” about what 
they witnessed. Even though San Diego has seen a rash 
of  pitching injuries, the Padres are not looking to rush 
Gore to the big leagues. A few more performances like 
Thursday’s could possibly see Gore join the big league 
club in September as it battles for a playoff  spot. Stay 
tuned. — Franklin Davis

Brooks Baldwin to remain at UNCW
MacKenzie Gore

Brooks Baldwin

Whiteville’s Brandon Tyson stiff arms the helmet of a North Brunswick de-
fender off during Saturday morning’s game conclusion.

E.J McLeod runs for a touchdown Friday night at North Brunswick.

Whiteville’s Jamal Faulk is about to jump on a fumble late in the North Bruns-
wick game on Saturday morning.

North Brunswick.
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Continued from 13A

Staff photos by Grant Merritt

East Columbus Gators 
soccer action

The East Columbus High School Gators battled against the South Brunswick High School Cougars 

Waccamaw Conference
Standings, results and schedules

FOOTBALL
           Conf.  Overall
Pender (1A)   0–0     1–0
Whiteville (2A)  0–0     1–0
East Columbus (1A) 0–0     0–0
South Columbus (2A) 0–0     0–0
West Columbus (1A) 0–0     0–0
Trask (2A)   0–0     0–1

Friday's results
Whiteville 54, North Brunswick 13
Topsail 47, Trask 0
Pender 24, Lejeune 0
West Bladen at South Columbus (canceled)
Rocky Mt. Prep at East Columbus (canceled)

Thursday’s game
East Columbus at John Paul Catholic

Friday's games
South Columbus at East Bladen
Whiteville at West Brunswick
West Columbus at West Bladen
East Columbus, Trask & Pender are OPEN

VOLLEYBALL
           Conf.  Overall
Whiteville (2A)  0–0     3–0
South Columbus (2A) 0–0     2–0
Pender (1A)   0–0     0–0
East Columbus (1A) 0–0     0–0
West Columbus (1A) 0–0     0–0
Trask (2A)   0–0     1–2

Thursday's results
Whiteville 3, East Bladen 0
Trask 3, North Brunswick 2

Monday's matches
Whiteville at West Brunswick
South Columbus at West Bladen
Laney at Pender
Trask at Topsail

Tuesday's matches
East Columbus at Red Springs
South Columbus at West Brunswick
Dixon at Trask
Topsail at Pender

Wednesday's matches
West Columbus at Red Springs
Whiteville at Fairmont
West Bladen at East Columbus
Pender at Wallace Rose Hill

Thursday's matches
Whiteville at Clinton
South Columbus at East Bladen
West Columbus at West Bladen
East Columbus at West Brunswick
Trask at North Brunswick

MEN'S SOCCER
           Conf.  Overall
Trask (2A)   0–0    0–0–1
Pender (1A)   0–0     0–0
West Columbus (1A) 0–0     0–0
East Columbus (1A) 0–0     0–1
South Columbus (2A) 0–0     0–1
Whiteville (2A)  0–0     0–2

Thursday's result
South Brunswick 6, East Columbus 0
Trask 2, North Brunswick 2

Monday's matches
Whiteville at St. Pauls
West Bladen at West Columbus
Wallace Rose Hill at Pender

Tuesday's matches
West Columbus at Purnell Swett
Wilmington Christian at East Columbus
Whiteville at West Brunswick
Trask at Jacksonville

Wednesday's matches
West Bladen at South Columbus

Thursday's matches
Whiteville at East Bladen
East Columbus at South Brunswick
White Oak at Trask

WOMEN'S TENNIS
           Conf.  Overall
Whiteville (2A)  0–0     1–0
East Columbus (1A) 0–0     1–0
South Columbus (2A) 0–0     0–0
West Columbus (1A) 0–0     0–0

Thursday's results
East Columbus 5, West Bladen 2
Whiteville 6, West Brunswick 3

Tuesday's match
Whiteville at North Brunswick

Wednesday's match
West Columbus at West Bladen

Scorpions got a first down, 
but incompletions forced 
by a Wilson pass break up 
led to a North Brunswick 
punt.

The Wolfpack offense 
stalled but got some time to 
think about 4th and 8 when 
the refs suspended play due 
to the approaching light-
ning around 9:40 p.m. with 
7:21 left in the third quarter.

Half  an hour later, rain 
and winds joined the thun-
der and lightning, and of-
ficials decided to return 
roughly 12 hours later at 
10 a.m. Saturday to resume 
the game.

“We got back last night 
and everybody got to bed 
at 12 o’clock. They had to 
be back at the stadium in 
Whiteville at 7:30 [a.m.],” 
Price said.

A Saturday 
morning shutout

With the bright sun dry-
ing out the rain on the 
black track and turf  field, 
and no cheerleaders, band 
or public address announc-

er, Whiteville’s punt to start 
Saturday went horribly 
wrong as several Scorpion 
rushers forced an attempt-
ed run to their own 29, giv-
ing North Brunswick the 
ball back with great field 
position.

The Scorpions quickly 
got into a fourth down situ-
ation, but the Wolfpack de-
fense then made what Price 
calls the biggest momen-
tum changer of  the game. 

A quick pass was de-
flected, still caught, but 
then immediately fumbled, 
with Wilson scooping it up 
and returning it 75 yards 
the other way to make the 
score 33–13.

The home team looked 
to score again quickly as 
they got across midfield, 
but a 4th and 3 quarter-
back run was stopped short 
and Whiteville got the ball 
back.

S h i p m a n  q u i c k l y 
pushed the ball downfield 
and Tyson finished it off  
with a 20-yard touchdown 
to make the score 40–13 all 
of  a sudden.

“I thought our offense 
was doing what we do most 
of  the time, and that was 

running the football,” Price 
said after the game. “Our 
back ran well, but they’ll 
tell you the same thing, 
credit goes to the offensive 
line. While our offensive 
line didn’t block great at 
all times, they were open-
ing up those holes and our 
back runs with tremendous 
effort. What I’m most im-
pressed with is the yards 
after contact.”

As the fourth quarter 
started, the Scorpions tried 
to get their offense going 
and got to the 2 yard line. 
However, in what was a fa-
tal blow for the home side, 
Shipman forced the NBHS 
running back heading for a 
touchdown to fumble right 
at the goal line, returning 
the ball past midfield. 

That Whiteville drive 
ended in a punt, but three 
consecutive incompletions 
gave the ball back to the 
Wolfpack at midfield. After 
a 25-yard run by Wilson, 
Tyson capped the drive 
and drove a stake into the 
heart of  North Brunswick 
with a 32-yard touchdown 
run with 6:21 left to make 
it 47–13.

The wheels fell off  for 

North as they fumbled the 
ball away the next offensive 
play, with Jamal Faulk re-
covering it. Afterward, as 
the sun baked the field turf  
in Leland, Shipman got 
over 200 yards rushing on 
the day and Tyson got his 
fourth score of  the day, a 
1-yard touchdown, making 
it 54–13 with 5:07 left.

“One of  our goals before 
every game is to cause 
three turnovers. We didn’t 
last night, but we came out 
today and caused them,” 
Price said.

With many subs get-
ting playing time, NBHS 
punted, Whiteville fumbled 
it back and the game ended 
with Zayvion Brady and 
Thompson each getting a 
blindside sack at approxi-
mately 10:50 a.m.

Now with a semi-short-
ened week, Whiteville 
turns its attention to what 
Price calls the “Battle of  
[N.C.] 130,” next Friday at 
West Brunswick.

“It’s a rivalry game. I 
know their coach very well. 
We’re good friends; we go 
to FCA coaching camp to-
gether,” Price said. “We’re 
ready for a battle.”
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By Ivey Schofield
Border Belt Independent

After her mother died in 2009, Alyssa Delts didn’t ex-
pect to find a new family. 

The next year, when she was 11, her social worker 
signed her up for a summer camp with Men and Women 
United For Youth and Families. That’s when Delts found 
a group of  people that continues to support her more 
than a decade later.

Founded in 2006, the nonprofit tries to holistically 
meet the needs of  people in rural Bladen, Brunswick and 
Columbus counties. The area has endured severe flooding 
from hurricanes and other storms in recent years, and 
some residents, especially farmers, are still struggling 
to rebuild or even put food on the table. 

In Riegelwood, home to one of  Men and Women Unit-
ed’s two locations, more than 25% of  residents live below 
the poverty line, compared to about 15% statewide, accord-
ing to the U.S. Census Bureau. Only 3% have a bachelor’s 
degree, compared to about 33% statewide.

“We exist because of  the need,” said Randolph Keaton, 
executive director of  the group.

To meet that need, Men and Women United partners 
with local community colleges, food banks, career centers 
and local governing bodies to provide workforce training, 
mentorship, disaster relief, scholarships and entrepre-
neurial development.

Delts can personally attest the nonprofit’s commitment 
to the region. 

As a child in the foster care system, she didn’t feel like 
she had a voice. Men and Women United, especially its 
Youth Ambassadors for a Better Community program, 
changed that.

“Because of  the program, I gained a voice, I gained 
independence, and I gained a sense of  wanting to do more 
outside of  myself,” Delts said.

‘They’re all our babies’
As a part of  the inaugural group of  youth ambassadors 

in 2015, Delts earned money helping local farmers grow 
and sell their crops. 

Since then, the youth ambassadors program has ex-
panded to dozens of  kids who speak at food policy confer-
ences across the state, maintain five community gardens 
and travel to the beach to sell locally grown 
produce to vacationers. 

And it’s all youth-led, instilling respon-
sibility and work ethic in children as young 
as 10.

“It’s more than just earning the money. 
We want to teach them social responsibil-
ity and civic engagement,” said LaVonia 
Lewis, the grant writer and special events 
coordinator for Men and Women United. 
“We try to cover all areas, so by the time 
they graduate they’ve matured a lot with-
out having to have gotten it negatively.”

Thirteen-year-old Latorrye Daniels 
has been a youth ambassador for years. 
Her family farms, and she enjoys helping 
other local farmers. But the program has 
led her to dream bigger: She wants to one day work in 
the medical field.

Cameron Blanks, 14, also has an uncle who farms. He’s 
not sure what his future holds, but the youth ambassadors 
program has taught him important life skills, such as 
registering to vote and writing resumes and cover let-
ters. Professors and local leaders also join to educate the 
ambassadors on food and climate policies.

“It’s different to tell somebody that they can do it versus 
them being able to touch somebody who’s done it,” said the 
Rev. Keith Graham, who is on the board of  directors. “You 
can see their spirits light up because they can see some-
thing other than, ‘What am I going to do this summer?’”

That’s why youth ambassadors come back year after 
year. “Being a rural community, our youth don’t have as 

many opportunities as kids in New Hanover [County] who 
have parks to go to 10 minutes from their houses or the 
pool in the summertime,” Lewis said. “Our youth have to 
be creative if  they’re not guided to do constructive things 
for their own benefit.”

For example, years ago a local 16-year-
old got into trouble and was facing jail 
time. Several youth ambassadors rallied 
behind him and wrote letters of  support 
to the judge. As a result, the judge allowed 
the teen to avoid jail and instead mandated 
community service, which the boy com-
pleted with Men and Women United. Now, 
he’s a high school graduate who recently 
enlisted in the military.

“With a program like this, we’re trying 
to keep as many kids as possible out of  that 
situation,” Lewis said. “We can’t keep them 
all out — because they’re not all going to 
be youth ambassadors — but, for those that 
do, they get that advocacy.”

Men and Women United has partnered 
with juvenile crime prevention councils in 

Bladen, Brunswick and Columbus counties to help reduce 
juvenile crime and sentencing.

“We just want to help them all,” Lewis said. “They’re 
all our babies.”

Sustainable support
The nonprofit also helps older people, regardless of  

their criminal records, find jobs through its new tri-
county job center. The center is a collaborative network of  
local businesses, community organizations, government 
agencies and community colleges that promote workforce 
development through continuing educa-
tion classes, access to computers, food 
distribution and case management.   

Locals in need participate in an intake 
process, when staff  identify barriers to 
success, establish goals and create a plan. 
“We try to put things in place, so they 
can overcome those and be productive 
citizens,” Graham said. “They’re not stuck, 
being held back with no hope to feed their 
families.”

Fostering hope is the key to success, 
especially if  someone or a family has mul-
tiple barriers to overcome. “If  we could 
just help five of  those needs, six of  those 
needs, we could help build a foundation to 
give them hope to get out of  whatever situ-
ation that might be holding them back,” 
Graham said. 

Money is often the biggest barrier, but Men and Women 
United uses grant funding and donations to help. Now 
scholarships to two- and four-year universities are avail-
able. In 2019, the nonprofit awarded a total of  $70,000 in 
scholarship money.

Devin Bowen, a former youth ambassador and recent 
high school graduate from Elizabethtown, was worried 
about paying for his education at North Carolina Agri-
cultural and Technical State University. At the end of  
June, Men and Women United gave him a $1,000 scholar-

ship, which will help him purchase books and a laptop 
for school. 

“They’ll definitely help you out with anything you 
need,” Bowen said. 

Men and Women United has also partnered with col-
leges across the state to offer paid summer internships. 
Gabrielle Rousey, a Pender County resident attending the 
University of  North Carolina in Chapel Hill, and Molly 
Bennett, a Wilmington resident attending N.C. State Uni-
versity, currently run the youth ambassadors program. 

Support from the nonprofit expands into adulthood. 
Staff  like Keaton routinely touch base with Delts, who 
works at the Durham County Public Health Department 
and is pursuing a master’s degree. “There have been times 
when I felt like there wasn’t anything I could do,” she said. 

“They motivated me to keep going.”
Keaton hopes that kids like Delts who 

have gone through programs at Men and 
Women United will return to southeastern 
North Carolina to support the community 
that has supported them. “Although you’re 
going away to college, you need to come 
back home and use your talents here,” he 
said. 

Keaton’s focus is on sustainability, to 
make sure the community remains resil-
ient enough to last for generations. “We try 
to create leaders, so they can understand 
what their role is in making our commu-
nity better,” he said. 

Even though she now lives in Durham 
County, Delts is still trying to make the 
community that accepted her in 2010 a 

better place. She has mentored several local children, but 
wants more youth in need to join the supportive family 
that she’s found at Men and Women United. 

“It’s an awesome opportunity that more people should 
take advantage of,” Delts said. “They provide so much to 
our community.”

The Border Belt Independent(borderbelt.org) is a non-
profit, online newsroom that provides indepth reporting in 
Bladen, Columbus, Robeson and Scotland counties.

The News Reporter 15A

Executive Director Randolph Keaton

Alyssa Delts

ambassador Ja’maya Hazel, intern Gabrielle Rousey and youth ambassador Latorrye Daniels.

Nonprofit helps build future leaders 

“Because of the pro-
gram, I gained a voice, 
I gained indepen-
dence, and I gained a 
sense of wanting to do 
more outside of my-
self.” 

Former Youth 
Ambassador 
Alyssa Delts

“You can see their 
spirits light up be-
cause they can see 
something other than, 
‘What am I going to 
do this summer?’” 

Rev. Keith Graham, a 
member of the board 

of directors of Men 
and Women United 

For Youth and Families

What’s Your

?
Share Your Celebration in The News Reporter!
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CORBETT TIMBER COMPANY 
Buyers of land and timber. We 
buy pine saw timber, hardwood 
saw timber, and pulpwood - 5 
acres or greater. Call days 910-
763-9991 ext. 142.

FOR RENT - 80,000 bushel grain 
bins. Call 910-840-0887.

GREEN PEANUTS FOR SALE 
Call Dean Nobles 910-770-0666 
or 910-516-2221.

OKRA FOR SALE 
5lbs for $8 or $1.60/lb. Call Al-
len at 910-770-0329.

Install metal siding
Install insulation
Install metal trim work
Requirements:
Ability to listen well and follow 
instructions
Be a team player
Overall awareness and respect 
for health and safety practices
Driver’s License
Pass drug test
Travel (majority of work is in SC 
and NC)
Preferred:
Metal building experience
Practical knowledge of metal 
building tools and fall protection 
gear 
Working knowledge of forklifts, 
aerial lifts and scissor lifts
Equipment certifications
Contact
mike@hbmetalbuilders.com, call 
843-855-0709, or apply on our 
website at
hbmetalbuilders.com/careers

LIBERTY MEDICAL SPECIAL-
TIES is looking for PART TIME 
NIGHT DRIVERS in WHITEVILLE, 
NC!
Responsibilities include, but are 
not limited to:

Loads delivery vehicle
Drives company vehicle to deliv-
er pharmaceuticals and/or medi-
cal supplies to nursing facilities.
Collects necessary paperwork 
and records transactions on cus-
tomer receipt
Records delivery information on 
daily log
**Must have the ability to lift 50+ 
pounds, as well as the ability to 
drive for long periods of time.**
Other MUST HAVES:
Valid Driver’s License
Clean Driving Record
High School Diploma
Must Pass Drug Screening
APPLY at indeed.com or in per-
son at 612 Suite #10 Jefferson 
Street in Whiteville!

GRAY’S LAWN CARE SERVIC-
ES - Mowing, string trimming, 
leaf blowing. Locally owned & 
operated. Call 360-797-3540.

*Watts Backhoe & Tree Service 
LLC. Insured, tree removal, 
bucket truck, top soil, fill dirt, 
marl for driveway, land clearing, 

stump grinding. Free estimates. 
640-2463 or mobile 770-0534.

BIG MIKE’S Outboard Repair 
910-918-4472 or 910-770-0955. 
Cerro Gordo area.

Bobby Hinson Construction
Lot clearing, pond building, 
bushhogging, lots and hedge 
rows with mini excavator. Call 
640-7606.

HARWOOD REMODELING WE 
REMODEL, room  additions, in-
stall vinyl windows, install floor-
ing, build decks, porches, car-
ports etc. 30+ years experience. 
Call 910-918-1821 or 910-317-
1769.

REMODELING, PAINTING, 
PLUMBING, electric, vinyl sid-
ing, metal roofs, window wash-
ing, complete lawn service - A to 
Z. 910-770-2355.

****Publisher’s Notice****
Equal Housing

Opportunity
All real estate advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Hous-
ing Act, North Carolina and Co-
lumbus Fair Housing Law which 
makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status or national origin, or inten-
tion to make any such preferenc-
es, limitation or discrimination. 
We will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed 
that all dwellings advertised are 
available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimina-
tion, call HUD toll-free at 1-800-
765-9372.

0.76 ACRES of commercial land 
for sale. Easy access to Hwy 701 
& Hwy 74-76. $125,000. Contact 
Keith Rogers, Broker with Mossy 
Oak Properties at 910-770-0159.

COUNTRY LIVING less than 30 
miles from the beach!  2 acres 
residential land for sale on A.L. 

Coleman Dr, Nakina. $35k. Con-
tact Keith Rogers, Broker with 
Mossy Oak Properties at 910-
770-0159.

FOR RENT - 4 BR 1.5 bath brick 
house, carport. 3 BR 1 bath 
house. 3 BR 2 bath mobile home. 
Serious inquiries only. Call 910-
640-6063.

UNFURNISHED HOUSE FOR 
rent. 3BR with C/H & air. $850 
for rent, $850 deposit. Accepting 
HUD & Section 8. Clarkton, NC. 
Call 910-234-2289 after 4PM.

STILL AVAILABLE - Newly re-
modeled 3 BR, 2 full baths, Ev-
ergreen area. CH/A. 1/2 ac. 
private lot, county water/trash. 
$500 rent. $500 dep.  910-840-
2845.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
COLUMBUS COUNTY
The undersigned, MARY JOY 
PHILLIPS BULLARD, having 
qualified as Executrix of the Es-
tate of GLADYS F. PHILLIPS, 
deceased, late of Columbus 
County, NC, this is to notify all 
persons having claims against 
said Estate to present them to 
the undersigned Executrix on 
or before November 26, 2021 at 
Powell & Powell, Attorneys, PO 
Box 428, Whiteville, NC 28472, 
or this Notice will be pled in bar 
of their recovery.  All persons in-
debted to said Estate will please 
make immediate payment to the 
undersigned Executrix.
This the 19th day of August, 
2021 Mary Joy Phillips Bullard 
Executrix
105 E. Lewis St.
Whiteville, NC  28472
c/o J. Coburn Powell
Powell & Powell, Attorneys
PO Box 428
Whiteville, NC  28472
Telephone: (910) 642-2728
Aug. 24, 31, Sep. 7, 14, 2021

DENTAL HYGIENIST NEEDED 
for dental office in Columbus 
County. Health insurance, 
401k, paid vacation, sick days, 
bonuses, CE, dental services 
provided to employee, scrub 
allowance.  Call 252-361-8063.

LIBERTY COMMONS NURS-
ING AND REHABILITION of Co-
lumbus County is now hiring for 
the following positions: 
CNA
RN
Support Nurse (LPN)
Please apply online@https://
www.libertycareers.com or in 
person @1402 Pickney Street, 
Whiteville

NEEDED - LICENSED FUEL 
PIPING technician & delivery 
person w/CDLs & Hazmat. Sal-
ary discussed at interview. Call 
910-654-5806 or 910-840-2641.

PRE-ENGINEERED METAL 
BUILDING looking for moti-
vated and dependable full-time 
employees to join our pre-en-
gineered metal building erec-
tor team. We provide on the job 
training with full time, year round 
employment. 
Job Duties:
Erect and bolt up steel framing
Install metal roofing

CLASSIFIEDS
P: 910-642-4104 ext. 221 or 237 F: 910-642-1856 classifieds@nrcolumbus.com Submit your ad today at NRcolumbus.com!

The News Reporter’s Marketplace
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Hwy. 701 South Whiteville
Next to Walmart
642-6543

SHORT 
BROS.

AUTO SALES

MADISON HILL APARTMENTS
206 S. Madison St., Whiteville, NC

One Bedroom Apts.
Laundry Facilities

Rental assistance up to 100% 
based on income. Income 

restrictions may apply.
Seniors 62 years and older

Hours: Mon-Thurs 9am-2pm
Theresa Greene, Manager

Professionally managed by 
Community Management Corporation

Covey Reserve 
Apartments

“An Affordable Community for Seniors”

AVAILABLE UNITS NOW
Call for Move In Specials

Mon, Tues, Wed, & Thur. 
8:30 am to 3:00 pm

For more information and applications,
contact Norco Management Company

(910) 642-4663 or (910) 640-1460

Agent  Directory

There’s room for you if you 
would like to move in 

on this page. 

Call 
910-642-4104

Jackie Ray-Pierce
Owner/Broker
J. Ray Realty

Mobile: 910.641.2676
jackie@jrayrealty.com

Darian Ransom
Owner/Broker

First Choice Pro Realty
Mobile: 910.640.0182

darian.firstchoicepro
realty@gmail.com

Ricky Harrelson
Broker

J. Ray Realty
Mobile: 910.770.4130
rharrelson@gmail.com

Kirby Sanderson
Broker/BIC

First Choice Pro Realty
Mobile: 910.840.1856

lksanderson1964
@gmail.com

Mary Ann Allgood
Broker, GRI

First Choice Pro Realty
Mobile: 910.991.6010

maryannfirstchoicepro
realty@gmail.com

Keith Rogers
Broker

Mossy Oak Properties
Mobile: 910.770.0159

krogers@mossyoak
properties.com

Avala L. Nealy
Broker/Realtor®

Dana Blanks Real 
Estate Inc.

Mobile: 910.317.1333
avalanealy@danablanks

realestate.com

Mark Cartret
Agent/Realtor®

Real Broker, LLC
Mainstreet Broker.com
Mobile: 843.582.5624

910.642.0326
markcartret@joinreal.com

Miranda Campbell
Realtor®/Broker

Coldwell Banker 
Sloane Realty

Mobile: 910.317.4659
mirandacampbellre

@gmail.com

Mike Hardison
Broker/Realtor

Unlock Wilmington Real 
Estate Powered by

Keller Williams Realty
Mobile: 910.641.2164
mike@unlockilm.com
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Having qualified as Administor 
of the Estate of Carlotta Smith 
Guyton, deceased, of Columbus 
County, State of North Carolina, 
the undersigned does pursuant 
to N.C.G.S. § 28A-14-1 hereby 
notify all persons, firms, asso-
ciations or corporations having 
claims against the estate of the 
said decedent to present them 
to the undersigned on or before 
November 11, 2021, or this no-
tice will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery.  All persons, firms, 
associations or corporations 
indebted to the said estate will 
please make payment immedi-
ately.
This the 4th day of August, 2021.
Phillip R. Guyton 
Administrator of the Estate of
Carlotta Smith Guyton 
JOHN ALAN HIGH, PLLC 
Attorney at Law 
102 Courthouse Square 
Whiteville NC 28472 
Telephone: (910) 640-2111 
Facsimile:  (910) 212-7333
Aug.10, 17, 24, and 31, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Having qualified as Administra-
tor of the estate of Mildred An-
nette Efird, deceased, late of Co-
lumbus County, the undersigned 
hereby notifies all persons hav-
ing claims against the estate of 
said decedent to present them 
to the undersigned within three 
(3) months from the date of the 
first publication, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said estate will please make 
immediate payment.
This the 24th day of August, 
2021. 
Denise Branch,
Administrator of the estate of 
Mildred Annette Efird
2448 Farmer’s Union Rd.  
Clarkton, NC 28433

Aug. 24, 31, Sep. 7, 14 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Having qualified as Executor of 
the estate of Beatrice Formydu-
val Sellers, deceased, late of Co-
lumbus County, the undersigned 
hereby notifies all persons hav-
ing claims against the estate of 
said decedent to present them 
to the undersigned within three 
(3) months from the date of the 
first publication, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said estate will please make 
immediate payment.
This the 24th day of August, 
2021. 
Angie Melinda Sellers,
Executor of the estate of 
Beatrice Formyduval Sellers
PO Box 130
Delco, NC 28436
Aug. 24, 31, Sept. 7, 14 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Having qualified as Executor of 
the estate of Janice Vanderford 
Dow, deceased, late of Colum-
bus County, the undersigned 
hereby notifies all persons hav-
ing claims against the estate of 
said decedent to present them 
to the undersigned within three 
(3) months from the date of the 
first publication, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said estate will please make 
immediate payment.
This the 24th day of August, 
2021. 
Carol Sue Dickson,
Executor of the estate of 
Janice Vanderford Dow
20 Georgetown Dr. 
Delaware, OH 43015
Aug. 24, 31, Sep. 7, 14 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF COLUMBUS 
The undersigned, SANDRA 

DAMERON, has qualified as Ad-
ministratrix of the Estate of DO-
RIS A. POPE, late of Columbus 
County, and this is to notify all 
persons having claims against 
said Estate to present them to 
the undersigned on or before 

November 10, 2021, pursuant to 
North Carolina General Statute 
28A-14-1, or this notice shall be 
pled in bar of their recovery.  All 
persons indebted to said Estate 
will please make immediate pay-
ment to the undersigned at the 

following address:  
This the 10th day of August, 
2021.  
SANDRA DAMERON, ADMINIS-
TRATRIX
2875 Walter Todd Road 
Clarendon, NC  28432

Williamson, Walton & Scott, 
L.L.P.
Attorneys at Law 
P. O. Box 1467 
Whiteville, NC  28472 
August 10, 17, 24 & 31, 2021
& 31, 2021
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We have cash buyers looking for 
Farm Land & Acreage

910-234-1407

reclaim your weekend     |     visitnc.com/parks

*$100 ADT Visa Reward Card: Requires 36-month monitoring contract starting at $28.99/mo. (24-month monitoring 
contract in California, total fees from $695.76), and enrollment in ADT EasyPay. Requires minimum purchase price of 
$449. One (1) Visa Reward Card valued at $100 is redeemable seven (7) days after system is installed, wherein an email 
is sent to the customer’s email address associated with their account with a promo code. The customer must validate the 
promo code on the website provided in the email and a physical card will be sent in the mail. Installation must occur 
within 60 days of offer expiration date to receive card. Applicable to new and resale sale types only. Card is issued by 
MetaBank®, N.A., Member FDIC, pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. No cash access or recurring payments. Can 
be used everywhere Visa debit cards are accepted. Card valid for up to 6 months; unused funds will forfeit after the valid 
thru date. Card terms and conditions apply. Reply by 10/15/2021.
General:
System remains property of ADT. Local permit fees may be required. Prices and offers subject to change and may vary by 
market. Additional taxes and fees may apply. Satisfactory credit required. A security deposit may be required. Simulated 
screen images and photos are for illustrative purposes only.
©2021 ADT LLC dba ADT Security Services. All rights reserved. ADT, the ADT logo, 800.ADT.ASAP and the product/service 
names listed in this document are marks and/or registered marks. Unauthorized use is strictly prohibited. Third-party 
marks are the property of their respective owners. License information available at www.ADT.com/legal or by calling 
800.ADT.ASAP. CA ACO7155, 974443, PPO120288; FL EF0001121; LA F1639, F1640, F1643, F1654, F1655; MA 172C; 
NC Licensed by the Alarm Systems Licensing Board of the State of North Carolina, 7535P2, 7561P2, 7562P10, 7563P7, 
7565P1, 7566P9, 7564P4; NY 12000305615; PA 09079, MS 15019511. DF-CD-NP-Q321

*With 36-month monitoring contract. Early termination and installation fees apply. Reward card issued by MetaBank®, N.A., 
Member FDIC. Card terms and expiration apply. For full terms, see below. 

Call now for ADT home security
+ get a $100 ADT Visa® Reward Card*

YOUR EXCLUSIVE SAVINGS OFFER

Call now to redeem your exclusive off er!

Redemption code:

DF-CD-NP-Q321
Reply by: 

October 15, 2021

1-844-850-9218

We’re available 24/7.
See if you qualify for same-day service!

Get a $100 ADT
Visa Reward Card*

Don’t let the stairs
limit your mobility.
The AmeriGlide Rave 2 stair lift is
the ideal solution for anyone:

Who struggles with using the stairs
That is worried about risking a fall
Who wants to access all of their home

1-888-618-0918
Call now to save on a Rave 2 stair lift!

We Cancel TIMESHARES for You

Every year 150,000 people reach 
out to us for help getting rid of their 
timeshare. In 2019, we relieved over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt and 
maintenance fees. We can help.

Get your free information kit
 and see if you qualify:

844-213-6711

CLASSIFIEDS SELL
CLASSIFIEDS SELL
CLASSIFIEDS SELL
CLASSIFIEDS SELL
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INTERSECTION
Continued from 10A

At CRHS, we know and embrace the value of our 
nurses. The past two years, we were voted the 
"Best Place to Work" in Columbus County. We 
are actively seeking nurses that want to make a 
difference. If you are interested, go to: 
crhealthare.org/careers and apply today!

 

Now Hiring Nurses

Currently Offering the Following Sign-On Bonuses:

 
$3,000 for Full-Time Staff RNs 
$1,000 for Full-Time Certified Surgical Techs 
$1,000 for Full-Time MLTs 
* Salary Based on Experience
* 12 Hour Shifts
** Valid for employment made on or after 7/27/2021, requires an 
18-month commitment 

weeks,” Barksdale said.  
N C D O T  a l s o  a n -

nounced that Chauncey 
Town Road will eventu-
ally become an interstate-
style intersection and Old 
Lake Road will become 
an overpass with no in-
tersection like the one 
at Pinckney Street and 
U.S. 74-76 in Whiteville. 
Bids for those permanent 
projects would be sent out 
in June 2022, Barksdale 
confirmed Tuesday.

“We will continue to do 
our due diligence as we fi-
nalize the plans to deliver 
this important project 
to Columbus County,” 
Barksdale stated.

More discussion

Commissioner Charles 
McDowell recommended 
having a discussion with 
Lake Waccamaw officials 
30 minutes or an hour 
before the commission-
ers’ next regular meeting, 
slated for Tuesday, Sept. 7 
due to Labor Day. Board 
Chair Ricky Bullard said 
to wait and see on how 
the scheduling can work 
out before calling for a 
special meeting.

Hilburn said Tuesday 
that he had “been in-
formed of  [the commis-
sioners’ meeting] being 
set for September and 
been requested to go.”

In other news from 
the Aug. 16 meeting, the 
commissioners unani-
mously approved an or-
dinance to demolish and 
remove a structure and 

debris at 386 Red Bug 
Road in Hallsboro. The 
structure, a dilapidated 
trailer, has gone through 
the county’s ordinances, 
and the property owner 
hasn’t taken care of  the 
nuisance yet, according 
to John Ganus, county 
senior code administra-
tor and housing inspector 
who works for N-Focus 
Planning.

G a nu s  a l s o  s p o ke 
about a number of  other 
dilapidated mobile homes 
and structures that his 
office has been working 
to get demolished or rem-
edied. More details will 
be printed in an upcom-
ing edition of  The News 
Reporter. 
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