FIELD TRIPS

1. Generally

The principal must submit a letter (for approval) to the superintendent at least two weeks prior to the field trip.

Proper planning and adequate supervision of students shall be mandatory with the safety of the students being the primary consideration.

Rules and regulations pertaining to the trip should be explained fully before the participants leave the school grounds.  
No student shall be denied the privilege of participating in a scheduled field trip due to lack of funds.

No field trips maybe scheduled that include shopping at a mall.  Students may only visit the food court and return to their bus.
The principal is responsible for the assurance of this policy.

2. Columbus County Schools Activity Buses

Travel for field trips can be made using Columbus County Schools’ activity buses or charter buses.  The use of charter buses is encouraged for trips in excess of 250 miles.

3. North Carolina School Buses (Yellow)

The use of yellow buses will be limited to superintendent approval for county-wide activities.  
4. Overnight Trips

Overnight trips within the state involving students shall be at the discretion of the principal with the approval of the superintendent.  Out-of-state trips by classes or clubs shall be at the discretion of the principal with the approval of the superintendent.

Overnight out-of-state trips require Board approval.  They must be submitted to the superintendent one month in advance of the trip.
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5. Evaluations

Evaluation of field trips will only take place as it relates to class work.  Grades will not be given to a student only because he participates in a field trip.
6. Charter Bus Transportation

All use of charter bus transportation shall be in accordance with “school charter transportation recommended guidelines and procedures” prepared for North Carolina schools by the School Charter Transportation Safety Committee, August, 2001.

a. The pre-qualifying background check shall be managed through the Columbus County Schools transportation department. 

b. The director of transportation will maintain a current list of eligible companies to be used for charter bus service by pre-qualifying potential providers.  

7. Deadline to take field trips is May 1.  

